
Indiana	
  Gun	
  Violence	
  Fact	
  Sheet	
  
 
Two people are killed by guns in Indiana every day.  

• In Indiana 709 people were killed in gun-related violence in 2010.1 
• Indiana’s rate of gun deaths in 2010, at 10.9 for every 100,000 residents, was above the national 

average.2 

Somebody is murdered by a gun in Indiana almost every 36 hours. 
• In 2010, 223 people were murdered by guns in Indiana.3 
• From 2001 through 2010, 2,478 people were murdered by guns in Indiana. That is almost 50 percent 

more than all U.S. combat deaths in the Afghanistan war.4 
 
Children and teens are at a higher risk of fatal gun violence in Indiana than in most other states. 

• Indiana had the 18th-highest rate of gun deaths among children and teens age 19 and under in 2010. 
That year 60 children were killed by guns in the state.5 

Indiana has some of weakest gun laws in the country. 
• The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence gave Indiana 4 out of 100 possible points on their 

2011 state scorecard, ranking the state 39th overall.6 
• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gave Indiana an “F” for the strength of its gun laws.7 
• Indiana’s rate of submitting mental health records to the federal database—records that are used in 

background checks to deny dangerous people from getting guns—is almost eight times lower than 
the national average.8 
 

Weak laws make Indiana a favorite source state for gun traffickers. 
• Indiana had the eighth-highest rate of crime gun exports in 2009, a key marker of illegal trafficking. 

Indiana supplied guns to out-of-state criminals at more than double the national rate.9 
• In 2011 Indiana was the leading out-of-state source of guns used in crimes in Illinois, supplying 

more than three times more crime guns than the second-highest source state.10 

The National Rifle Association thinks things in Indiana are going great. 
• The NRA gave seven out of the nine representatives from Indiana an “A” rating.11 
• From 2003 through 2012, the NRA has collectively donated $152,750 to federal candidates from 

Indiana.12 
 
Polls show Indiana residents believe that gun laws should be made stricter.  

• Indiana residents overwhelmingly support universal background checks: 9 in 10 voters support 
universal background checks, while only 7 percent oppose. Universal background checks have an 
80-point advantage among gun-owning households. 13 
 

Examples of why meaningful gun-violence prevention laws matter: 
• Universal background checks are critical to help prevent gun trafficking: Chicago is a hotspot for 

gun violence, but many of the guns used in crimes come from Indiana. A recent undercover 
investigation by the Chicago police discovered one group of gun runners channeling hundreds of 
illegal guns into Chicago after being purchased dozens at a time and without background checks at 
private gun shows in Indiana.14 

• Assault weapons are only used to kill, and kill quickly: On June 1, 2006, Indiana witnessed its worst 
single murder massacre in history, in which two accomplices entered a home on Indianapolis’s east 
side, shooting and killing seven family members. The shooters used military-style assault rifles to 
commit the crime, which took mere minutes.15 



	
  
Questions? Email us at guns@americanprogress.org. 
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