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Introduction	  

The	  2010	  Swedish	  parliamentary	  election	  result	  –	  a	  historical	  
perspective	  	  	  
	  
In	  the	  2010	  parliamentary	  election,	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  received	  1	  827	  497	  
votes,	  which	  was	  30.66	  percent	  of	  votes	  cast.	  This	  was	  115	  128	  fewer	  votes	  than	  in	  the	  
2006	  election.	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democrats’	  result	  meant	  that	  the	  party	  achieved	  its	  lowest	  level	  of	  support	  in	  
a	  parliamentary	  election	  since	  the	  introduction	  of	  universal	  suffrage.	  	  We	  must	  go	  back	  
as	  far	  as	  the	  spring	  election	  to	  what	  was	  then	  the	  second	  chamber	  in	  1914	  to	  find	  a	  
lower	  level	  of	  support	  in	  a	  parliamentary	  election.	  	  
	  
The	  Moderate	  Party	  and	  the	  Green	  Party	  achieved	  their	  best	  election	  results	  of	  the	  
modern	  era.	  The	  results	  for	  the	  Liberal	  Party,	  the	  Christian	  Democratic	  Party,	  the	  Left	  
Party	  and	  the	  Center	  Party	  achieved	  results	  that	  are	  within	  their	  normal	  ranges	  for	  
recent	  decades.	  	  	  
	  
The	  far	  right	  Sweden	  Democrats	  grew	  significantly	  to	  a	  level	  of	  5.7	  percent.	  In	  the	  last	  
three	  elections,	  the	  Sweden	  Democrats	  have	  more	  or	  less	  doubled	  their	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  
each	  time	  and	  now	  have	  more	  seats	  in	  parliament	  than	  both	  the	  Christian	  Democrats	  
and	  the	  Left	  Party.	  Other	  small	  parties	  lost	  support	  or	  remained	  at	  the	  same	  level,	  with	  
all	  of	  them	  receiving	  less	  than	  one	  percent	  of	  the	  vote.	  	  	  	  
	  
Historically,	  the	  party	  system	  in	  Sweden	  has	  been	  very	  stable.	  From	  1936	  to	  1988,	  the	  
same	  five	  parties	  competed	  for	  people’s	  votes.	  The	  party	  system	  has	  been	  considerably	  
more	  fluid	  since	  1988,	  with	  new	  parties	  such	  as	  the	  Greens,	  the	  Christian	  Democrats	  and	  
the	  Sweden	  Democrats	  becoming	  established.	  Another,	  New	  Democracy,	  has	  come	  and	  
gone.	  	  
	  
At	  the	  elections	  of	  1991,	  1994	  and	  2006,	  large	  numbers	  of	  voters	  shifted	  between	  the	  
traditional	  blocks	  of	  right	  and	  left.	  In	  1998,	  2002	  and	  2010,	  there	  was	  less	  movement	  
between	  the	  blocks,	  but	  there	  were	  dramatic	  shifts	  within	  the	  blocks.	  In	  historical	  terms,	  
the	  2010	  election	  confirmed	  that	  voter	  mobility	  remains	  high,	  continuing	  the	  trend	  since	  
1991.	  	  
	  
For	  the	  majority	  of	  the	  twentieth	  century,	  the	  parties	  had	  large,	  stable	  cores	  of	  voters	  
and	  the	  proportion	  of	  marginal	  voters	  was	  insignificant,	  apart	  from	  movement	  within	  
the	  centre-‐right	  block.	  Nowadays,	  the	  numbers	  of	  “guaranteed	  voters”	  for	  all	  parties	  are	  
quite	  low.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  this	  means	  that	  the	  potential	  for	  growth	  can	  be	  
considerable.	  	  
	  



	  

	  

In	  the	  2010	  election,	  Social	  Democrats	  received	  their	  lowest	  support	  since	  1914	  
	  
Table	  1.	  Results	  of	  elections	  to	  the	  second	  chamber	  (1911-‐1968)	  and	  the	  single-‐
chamber	  parliament	  (1970-‐2010)	  

valdelt s v mp m fp kd c sd övr
s+v+  
mp

m+fp+
c+kd

1911 57,0 28,5 31,2 40,2 0,1
1914 vår 69,9 30,1 37,7 32,2 0,0
1914 höst 66,2 36,4 36,5 26,9 0,2 0,0

1917 65,8 39,2 24,7 27,6 8,5 0,0
1920 55,3 36,1 27,9 21,8 14,2 0,0
1921 54,2 39,4 4,6 25,8 19,1 11,1 0,0 44,0 56,0
1924 53,0 41,1 5,1 26,1 16,9 10,8 0,0 46,2 53,8
1928 67,4 37,0 6,4 29,4 15,9 11,2 0,1 43,4 56,5
1932 67,6 41,7 8,3 23,5 11,7 14,1 0,7 50,0 49,3
1936 74,5 45,9 7,7 17,6 12,9 14,3 1,6 53,6 44,8
1940 70,3 53,8 3,5 18,0 12,0 12,0 0,7 57,3 42,0
1944 71,9 46,7 10,3 15,9 12,9 13,6 0,7 57,0 42,4
1948 82,7 46,1 6,3 12,3 22,8 12,4 0,1 52,4 47,5
1952 79,1 46,1 4,3 14,4 24,4 10,7 0,1 50,4 49,5
1956 79,8 44,6 5,0 17,1 23,8 9,4 0,1 49,6 50,3
1958 77,4 46,2 3,4 19,5 18,2 12,7 0,0 49,6 50,4
1960 85,9 47,8 4,5 16,5 17,5 13,6 0,1 52,3 47,6
1964 83,9 47,3 5,2 13,7 17,1 1,8 13,4 1,5 52,5 46,0
1968 89,3 50,1 3,0 12,9 14,3 1,5 15,7 2,5 53,1 44,4
1970 88,3 45,3 4,8 11,5 16,2 1,8 19,9 0,5 50,1 49,4
1973 90,8 43,6 5,3 14,3 9,4 1,8 25,1 0,5 48,9 50,6
1976 91,8 42,7 4,7 15,6 11,1 1,4 24,1 0,4 47,4 52,2
1979 90,7 43,2 5,6 20,3 10,6 1,4 18,1 0,8 48,8 50,4
1982 91,4 45,6 5,6 1,7 23,6 5,9 1,9 15,5 0,3 52,9 46,9
1985 89,9 44,7 5,4 1,5 21,3 14,2 0,0 12,4 0,5 51,6 47,9
1988 86,0 43,2 5,8 5,5 18,3 12,2 2,9 11,3 0,7 54,5 44,7
1991 86,7 37,7 4,5 3,4 21,9 9,1 7,1 8,5 7,7 45,6 46,6
1994 86,8 45,3 6,2 5,0 22,4 7,2 4,1 7,7 2,2 56,5 41,4
1998 81,4 36,4 12,0 4,5 22,9 4,7 11,7 5,1 2,6 52,9 44,4
2002 80,1 39,9 8,4 4,6 15,3 13,4 9,1 6,2 3,1 52,9 44,0
2006 82,0 35,0 5,8 5,2 26,2 7,5 6,6 7,9 2,9 2,8 46,0 48,2
2010 84,6 30,7 5,6 7,3 30,0 7,0 5,6 6,6 5,7 1,4 43,6 49,2

Kommentar: 1921 är det första riksdagsvalet med allmän och lika rösträtt. Vårvalet 1914 samt valen 1921 och 1958 var extraval.
Före 1921 års val är det heller inte relevant att titta på stöden för de idag existerande blocken.

	  
	  
Key	  to	  table	  above	  is	  below:	  
 

 Voter 
turnout 

        

1911          
1914 
spring 

         

1914 
autumn 

         

          
          
Comment: 1921 was the first election with universal suffrage. The elections in spring 
1914, 1921 and 1958 were off-year elections.  
It is not relevant to count the support of the current political blocks for the period before 
1921. 
Abbreviations:	  	  
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s	  –	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  
v	  –	  Left	  Party	  
mp	  –	  Green	  Party	  
m	  –	  Moderate	  Party	  
fp	  –	  Liberal	  Party	  
kd	  –	  Christian	  Democratic	  Party	  
c	  –	  Center	  Party	  
sd	  –	  Sweden	  Democrats	  
övr	  -‐	  Others	  
	  
Source:	  Author's	  analysis	  of	  Swedish	  election	  data	  
	  
	  

Voter	  turnout	  
Voter	  turnout	  in	  the	  2010	  parliamentary	  election	  was	  84.63	  percent,	  an	  increase	  of	  over	  
two	  percent	  since	  the	  previous	  election	  in	  2006.	  There	  was	  also	  a	  higher	  turnout	  in	  the	  
municipal	  and	  county	  council	  elections.	  The	  increases	  were	  seen	  both	  in	  constituencies	  
and	  wards	  with	  low	  turnout	  and	  those	  that	  had	  previously	  had	  high	  turnouts.	  	  
	  
There are probably several reasons for the increase in turnout. One reason may be the greater 
opportunities for people to vote in advance. Almost four out of ten people voted early in 2010, 
which is a record. The figure for 2006 was 32 percent. A likely reason for this increase is the 
greater number of places available for people to vote early – 2100 places in 2010 compared 
with 1785 in 2006.  
 
A	  new	  development	  in	  2010	  was	  that	  there	  was	  an	  increase	  in	  voter	  turnout	  but	  the	  
government	  remained	  in	  power.	  Voter	  turnout	  had	  previously	  increased	  in	  elections	  
that	  resulted	  in	  a	  change	  of	  government	  –	  in	  1976,	  1982,	  1991,	  1994	  and	  2006	  –	  while	  
turnout	  has	  tended	  to	  decline	  slowly	  in	  other	  elections.	  	  
	  
Turnout	  for	  municipal	  and	  county	  council	  elections1	  followed	  almost	  exactly	  the	  same	  
pattern	  as	  for	  the	  parliamentary	  election,	  even	  though	  it	  has	  been	  at	  a	  slightly	  lower	  
level	  since	  the	  mid-‐1970s.	  This	  is	  partly	  because	  some	  voters	  choose	  only	  to	  vote	  in	  the	  
parliamentary	  election	  and	  partly	  because	  turnout	  is	  low	  among	  non-‐Swedish	  voters,	  
who	  only	  have	  the	  right	  to	  vote	  in	  municipal	  and	  county	  council	  elections.	  	  
	  
The	  municipality	  of	  Lomma	  had	  the	  highest	  turnout	  for	  the	  elections	  to	  the	  parliament,	  
county	  council	  and	  municipality.	  The	  lowest	  turnout	  was	  seen	  in	  Haparanda.	  	  

                                                
1 All three elections takes place on the same day. 
	  



	  

	  

	  
	  
Voter	  turnout	  increased	  in	  the	  2010	  election	  
	  
Diagram	  3.	  Voter	  turnout	  percentage,	  1991-‐2010	  	  

	  
	  
key	  to	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb3	  
	  
Turnout	  for	  the	  parliamentary	  election	  was	  higher	  in	  every	  municipality	  compared	  with	  
the	  2006	  election.	  The	  increase	  was	  greatest	  in	  Övertorneå,	  up	  by	  5.9	  percentage	  points	  
from	  74.9	  to	  80.8.	  Övertorneå	  also	  saw	  the	  largest	  turnout	  increase,	  5.8	  percentage	  
points,	  for	  the	  municipal	  election.	  The	  municipal	  election	  turnout	  fell	  in	  two	  
municipalities,	  by	  1.5	  percentage	  points	  in	  Burlöv	  and	  by	  0.2	  percentage	  points	  in	  
Bengtsfors.	  All	  other	  municipalities	  showed	  an	  increase	  in	  voter	  turnout	  for	  the	  
municipal	  election.	  	  
	  
	  

The timing of voting decisions  
Swedish	  voters	  are	  choosing	  which	  party	  to	  vote	  for	  later	  than	  previously.	  The	  number	  
of	  people	  who	  said	  they	  made	  their	  choice	  during	  the	  election	  campaign	  increased	  
steadily	  from	  18	  percent	  in	  1964	  to	  58	  percent	  in	  2006.	  	  
	  
More	  and	  more	  Swedish	  voters	  are	  making	  their	  choices	  during	  the	  election	  campaign	  
	  
Percentage	  of	  Swedish	  voters	  making	  their	  vote	  decision	  during	  the	  election	  campaign,	  
1964-‐2006	  

Kieron Brown
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*Parliamentary election 
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*Municipal election	  



	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
Source:	  Swedish	  Election	  Surveys,	  1964-‐2006	  
	  
The	  2006	  Swedish	  Election	  Survey	  found	  that	  a	  third	  of	  voters	  made	  their	  decisions	  
during	  the	  last	  week	  of	  the	  campaign.	  Exit	  polls	  conducted	  by	  Swedish	  Television	  
include	  a	  question	  on	  the	  timing	  of	  voting	  decisions.	  The	  alternative	  “on	  election	  day”	  
made	  up	  ten	  percent	  of	  responses.	  
	  
Late	  decisions	  are	  almost	  invariably	  interpreted	  as	  late	  decision	  makers	  being	  unsure	  
and	  indecisive.	  Waiting	  until	  the	  day	  of	  the	  election	  is	  considered	  irrational	  and	  restless.	  
Commentators	  interpret	  the	  results	  as	  an	  indication	  that	  the	  campaigns	  play	  an	  
increasingly	  important	  part	  and	  increase	  excitement	  all	  the	  way	  to	  the	  last	  minute.	  Party	  
representatives	  worry	  about	  the	  uncertainty	  that	  haunts	  modern	  election	  campaigns.	  
	  
	  

More traffic from the couch to the polling booth  
Voter	  mobility	  not	  only	  includes	  movements	  between	  parties,	  but	  also	  movement	  
between	  the	  categories	  voter	  and	  non-‐voter.	  The	  shifts	  between	  these	  two	  categories	  are	  
so	  great	  that	  their	  impact	  in	  a	  tight	  election	  is	  as	  great	  as	  that	  of	  movements	  between	  the	  
party	  blocks.	  Almost	  15	  percent	  of	  voters	  are	  mobilized	  or	  demobilized	  from	  one	  
election	  to	  the	  next	  -‐	  over	  a	  million	  voters.	  	  
	  
More	  voters	  are	  moving	  in	  and	  out	  of	  the	  voting	  pool	  
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Source:	  Regeringsskifte.	  Väljarna	  och	  valet	  2006	  (A	  Change	  of	  Government.	  Voters	  and	  
the	  2006	  Election)	  by	  Henrik	  Oscarsson	  and	  Sören	  Holmberg,	  2008;	  based	  on	  
information	  on	  voting	  taken	  from	  the	  Swedish	  Election	  Survey’s	  two-‐election	  panels	  and	  
confirmed	  by	  the	  electoral	  register.	  
	  
Translation	  of	  categories	  in	  table	  and	  title	  in	  comment	  kb5	  
	  
	  
One	  voter	  in	  ten	  stayed	  at	  home	  in	  both	  the	  2006	  and	  2010	  parliamentary	  elections.	  76	  
percent	  participated	  in	  both	  elections.	  The	  number	  of	  voters	  mobilized	  to	  the	  polling	  
booths	  in	  2006,	  seven	  percent,	  was	  as	  great	  as	  the	  number	  of	  people	  who	  were	  
demobilized.	  	  
	  
	  
Do	  voters	  remember	  how	  they	  voted?	  	  
	  
In	  the	  2006	  Election	  Survey,	  26	  percent	  of	  respondents	  either	  did	  not	  remember	  which	  
party	  they	  had	  voted	  for	  in	  2002	  or	  remembered	  wrongly.	  	  

Many	  voters	  do	  not	  correctly	  recall	  who	  they	  voted	  for	  in	  the	  previous	  election	  

Memory	  of	  2002	  voting	  decision	  in	  2006	  

	  

	  
	  

Key	  to	  table	  row	  labels	  in	  comment	  kb6	  
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Source: Statistics Sweden/Gothenburg University Political Science Department; Swedish Election Surveys 2002 and 
2006: Inter-election panel. Information on party voting in 2002 based on the 2002 Election Survey and confirmed by 
the electoral register. Blank votes and spoiled ballots are not included in the analysis. 

We	  know	  from	  previous	  analysis	  that	  it	  is	  primarily	  people	  who	  switch	  parties	  who	  tend	  
to	  remember	  wrongly.	  Thos	  who	  change	  party	  are	  more	  likely	  to	  say	  that	  they	  voted	  for	  
the	  same	  party	  in	  the	  previous	  election.	  The	  table	  above	  shows	  great	  movement	  
between	  the	  Liberals	  and	  the	  Moderates,	  for	  example,	  with	  many	  Moderate	  voters	  
remembering	  incorrectly	  in	  2006	  that	  they	  had	  voted	  Moderate	  in	  2002	  when	  in	  fact	  
they	  had	  voted	  Liberal.	  Of	  Liberal	  voters	  in	  2002,	  22	  percent	  remembered	  four	  years	  
later	  that	  they	  had	  voted	  Moderate.	  	  	  
	  
	  

Trust	  in	  politicians	  
	  
The electorate’s trust in Swedish politicians has grown strongly. In 2006, 54 percent of voters 
said they trusted politicians greatly or quite much when questioned in Swedish Television’s 
exit polls. The figure in 2010 was as high as 70 percent, which is almost 30 percentage points 
higher than at the election in 1998, the lowest level recorded. All voter groups report higher 
levels of trust, but the increase is greater among center-right voters.	  
	  
In	  Sweden,	  voters'	  trust	  in	  politicians	  is	  rising	  
	  
Voters’	  trust	  in	  Swedish	  politicians,	  	  1991-‐2010	  

	  
	  
Key	  to	  graph	  in	  comment	  kb7	  
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Source:	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

Left	  and	  right	  
The	  2010	  election	  saw	  an	  increase	  in	  the	  proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  position	  themselves	  
on	  the	  right	  of	  the	  political	  scale.	  At	  the	  same	  time,	  the	  number	  of	  voters	  who	  place	  
themselves	  in	  the	  middle	  fell.	  The	  left-‐right	  position	  varies	  greatly	  in	  correlation	  with	  
party	  votes,	  and	  the	  major	  shifts	  between	  elections	  occur	  among	  voters	  who	  don’t	  have	  a	  
clear	  position	  or	  who	  place	  themselves	  in	  the	  middle.	  	  
	  	  
More	  voters	  are	  classifying	  themselves	  as	  on	  the	  right	  
 
Proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  classify	  themselves	  as	  left	  or	  right,	  1991-‐2010	  
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Source:	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
Key	  to	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb8	  
	  
Today,	  around	  20	  percent	  of	  voters	  place	  themselves	  in	  the	  middle	  or	  do	  not	  position	  
themselves	  within	  the	  left	  or	  right	  block.	  Voters	  who	  say	  they	  are	  in	  the	  middle	  or	  
neither	  left	  nor	  right	  are	  more	  open	  to	  voting	  for	  parties	  on	  both	  sides	  of	  the	  divide.	  	  
	  
Social	  Democrats,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  Center	  Party	  and	  the	  Greens,	  have	  often	  been	  able	  to	  
attract	  a	  fairly	  high	  proportion	  of	  these	  voters.	  The	  Center	  Party	  saw	  a	  large	  increase	  in	  
the	  proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  consider	  themselves	  to	  be	  on	  the	  right	  in	  the	  2010	  election	  
however.	  The	  Social	  Democrats	  had	  as	  large	  a	  share	  of	  voters	  in	  the	  middle	  as	  of	  the	  
electorate	  in	  general,	  but	  it	  was	  nowhere	  near	  the	  level	  required	  to	  win	  power.	  The	  
majority	  of	  Sweden	  Democrat	  voters	  regard	  themselves	  as	  being	  on	  the	  right.	  	  
	  
The	  overwhelming	  majority	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  classify	  themselves	  as	  on	  
the	  left	  
	  
Social	  Democratic	  voters	  according	  to	  ideological	  position,	  2002-‐2010	  
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Source:	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  

Graph	  labels	  in	  comment	  kb9	  

Demographic	  differences	  

Women and men 
	  
The	  difference	  in	  the	  proportion	  of	  men	  and	  women	  who	  vote	  for	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  
Party	  was	  reinforced	  at	  the	  2010	  election.	  Not	  since	  the	  1988	  election	  have	  the	  Social	  
Democrats	  had	  such	  a	  large	  proportion	  of	  female	  voters.	  The	  2006	  election	  was	  the	  first	  
time	  since	  the	  1988	  election	  that	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  received	  a	  higher	  proportion	  of	  
women’s	  votes	  than	  men’s.	  In	  the	  1991	  election,	  the	  party	  achieved	  approximately	  the	  
same	  levels	  of	  support	  among	  women	  and	  men,	  but	  from	  1994	  until	  the	  2006	  election,	  
its	  support	  among	  men	  was	  greater	  than	  its	  support	  among	  women.	  	  
	  
In	  the	  last	  election,	  Social	  Democrats	  received	  more	  support	  from	  women	  than	  
men	  
	  	  
	  
Social	  Democratic	  share	  of	  the	  electorate	  among	  women	  and	  men,	  1982-‐2010	  
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Source:	  Holmberg	  &	  Oscarsson	  2004	  and	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
key	  to	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb10	  
	  
Looking	  at	  the	  other	  political	  parties,	  we	  can	  see	  that	  the	  Moderates	  have	  significantly	  
greater	  support	  among	  men	  than	  among	  women.	  However,	  at	  the	  2010	  election,	  support	  
among	  women	  grew	  more	  than	  support	  among	  men.	  As	  well	  as	  the	  Social	  Democrats,	  the	  
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Left	  Party,	  the	  Greens	  and	  the	  Center	  Party	  all	  have	  greater	  support	  among	  women	  than	  
among	  men.	  The	  Sweden	  Democrats	  are	  considerably	  stronger	  among	  male	  voters.	  	  
	  	  
Men	  prioritize	  economic	  issues	  higher	  than	  women	  do,	  which	  benefited	  the	  Social	  
Democrats	  after	  they	  steered	  Sweden	  to	  recovery	  following	  the	  financial	  crisis	  in	  the	  
1990s.	  The	  financial	  crisis	  of	  autumn	  2008	  gave	  the	  Moderate	  Party	  a	  strong	  position	  on	  
economic	  issues,	  which	  benefited	  them	  in	  the	  2010	  election	  and	  made	  it	  more	  difficult	  
for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  to	  attract	  male	  voters.	  	  
	  	  	  

Generations 
	  
The	  table	  below	  shows	  the	  results	  of	  Swedish	  Election	  Surveys’	  analysis	  of	  how	  much	  
parties	  have	  grown	  or	  declined	  among	  first-‐time	  voters	  compared	  with	  the	  electorate	  as	  
a	  whole.	  	  
	  
New	  voters	  were	  unusually	  likely	  to	  vote	  for	  the	  Greens	  or	  the	  Left	  Party	  in	  2002	  
and	  2006	  
	  
Who	  new	  voters	  voted	  for,	  1958-‐2006	  
	  

	  
	  
Key	  to	  column	  categories	  in	  comment	  kb11	  
	  
Note:	  Minus	  figures	  show	  that	  a	  party	  had	  lower	  support	  among	  first-‐time	  voters	  than	  among	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  
whole.	  Plus	  figures	  show	  that	  a	  party	  had	  greater	  support	  among	  first-‐time	  voters	  than	  among	  the	  electorate	  as	  
a	  whole.	  	  
	  
Source:	  Statistics	  Sweden/The	  Swedish	  Electoral	  Research	  Program.	  	  
	  
The	  most	  interesting	  item	  in	  the	  table	  is	  the	  column	  furthest	  to	  the	  right	  showing	  how	  
much	  first-‐time	  voters’	  voting	  patterns	  differ	  from	  those	  of	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole,	  
(total	  deviations	  divided	  by	  two).	  The	  higher	  the	  figure,	  the	  greater	  the	  deviation.	  The	  
results	  show	  that	  the	  elections	  of	  1998	  and	  2002	  were	  those	  where	  first-‐time	  voters’	  
voting	  patterns	  differed	  most	  from	  those	  of	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  Those	  elections	  
saw	  the	  Left	  Party	  and	  the	  Green	  Party	  achieve	  their	  highest	  relative	  levels	  among	  first-‐
time	  voters,	  while	  they	  were	  the	  least	  successful	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats.	  	  
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If	  we	  examine	  how	  different	  age	  groups	  voted,	  we	  can	  see	  significant	  changes	  among	  the	  
electorate.	  The	  greatest	  change	  since	  2002	  is	  that	  Social	  Democratic	  support	  has	  fallen	  
dramatically	  among	  the	  over-‐65s.	  This	  is	  remarkable,	  as	  older	  voters	  are	  normally	  
considerably	  less	  mobile	  than	  voters	  in	  general.	  Not	  even	  the	  1991	  election,	  in	  which	  the	  
Social	  Democrats	  suffered	  a	  defeat,	  showed	  a	  center-‐right	  majority	  among	  the	  oldest	  
group	  of	  voters.	  	  
	  
	  
The	  Center-‐Left	  parties	  have	  lost	  support	  since	  2002	  among	  over-‐65s	  
	  
Voting	  patterns	  of	  over-‐65s,	  2002-‐2010	  
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Source:	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
key	  to	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb12	  
	  
The	  2010	  election	  saw	  the	  center-‐left	  block	  of	  Social	  Democrats,	  Left	  and	  Greens	  regain	  
some	  support	  among	  the	  over-‐65s.	  The	  Moderates	  continued	  to	  attract	  voters	  in	  this	  
group,	  while	  the	  other	  parties	  of	  the	  center-‐right	  block	  lost	  voters.	  The	  Sweden	  
Democrats	  received	  three	  percent	  of	  the	  votes	  of	  over-‐65s.	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democrats	  did	  not	  manage	  to	  win	  back	  the	  over-‐65s	  who	  deserted	  the	  party	  
at	  the	  2006	  election.	  It	  is	  likely	  that	  it	  was	  pensioners’	  financial	  situation,	  welfare	  issues	  
such	  as	  health	  and	  elderly	  care	  and	  security	  issues	  related	  to	  crime	  and	  community	  
safety	  impacted	  their	  choices	  in	  2010.	  	  
	  	  	  	  
The	  red-‐green	  block	  received	  significantly	  greater	  support	  among	  young	  voters	  in	  2010.	  
The	  Social	  Democrats	  performed	  slightly	  less	  well	  among	  first-‐	  and	  second-‐time	  voters	  
than	  among	  voters	  in	  general,	  but	  better	  than	  in	  2006.	  The	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  is	  
still	  the	  largest	  party	  among	  young	  people.	  	  
	  
The	  greater	  support	  for	  the	  party	  among	  young	  people	  is	  probably	  because	  they	  believe	  
that	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  and	  the	  red-‐green	  block	  has	  more	  attractive	  policies	  on	  issues	  
that	  are	  important	  to	  them,	  such	  as	  employment,	  education	  and	  environment.	  Perhaps	  
the	  clearest	  example	  of	  the	  differences	  in	  age	  groups	  is	  school	  issues,	  where	  Liberal	  
Party	  policies	  are	  considerably	  less	  popular	  among	  young	  people	  than	  among	  over-‐65s,	  
while	  Social	  Democratic	  policies	  are	  more	  popular	  among	  young	  people	  than	  among	  
older	  age	  groups.	  	  
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Support	  for	  the	  Center-‐Left	  parties	  among	  new	  voters	  went	  up	  in	  2010	  
	  
First-‐time	  voters	  voting	  patterns,	  2002-‐2010	  
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	  Source:	  VALU,	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
Key	  to	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb13	  
	  
There	  are	  also	  major	  differences	  between	  age	  groups	  among	  the	  voters	  of	  other	  parties.	  
Christian	  Democrats	  are	  stronger	  among	  older	  voters.	  This	  is	  also	  true	  of	  the	  Center	  
Party,	  although	  to	  a	  lesser	  extent.	  The	  Green	  Party,	  on	  the	  other	  hand,	  has	  a	  much	  higher	  
proportion	  of	  young	  voters.	  	  
	  
The	  graph	  below	  shows	  how	  the	  younger	  generation	  “lags	  behind”	  in	  the	  left-‐right	  cycle.	  
In	  the	  1980s,	  the	  under-‐25s	  were	  on	  the	  right	  of	  the	  political	  scale,	  particularly	  at	  the	  
peak	  of	  the	  “right-‐of-‐center	  wave”	  at	  the	  1991	  election.	  Since	  the	  1990s,	  young	  Swedes	  
have	  been	  further	  to	  the	  left	  than	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  (Note	  also	  that	  young	  voters	  
positioned	  themselves	  to	  the	  right	  of	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole	  at	  the	  1968	  election.)	  It	  
will	  be	  exciting	  to	  see	  how	  the	  curve	  looks	  when	  the	  data	  for	  the	  2010	  election	  can	  be	  
added.	  	  
	  
Young	  voters	  lean	  toward	  the	  left	  
	  
Young voters’ average subjective ideological position on the left-right scale compared with the electorate 
as a whole, 1956-2006 	  

	  
	  
Source: Statistics Sweden/Swedish Election Surveys).  The scale goes from 0 “extreme left” to 10 “extreme 
right”. The higher the average figure, the further to the right.  
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Since	  the	  Second	  World	  War,	  Social	  Democracy	  has	  managed	  to	  remain	  the	  strongest	  
party	  among	  voter	  groups	  where	  it	  is	  crucial	  to	  be	  strongest	  in	  election	  after	  election,	  
namely	  the	  broad	  middle-‐income	  groups.	  The	  Social	  Democrats	  have	  been	  able	  to	  
update	  their	  party	  ideology	  in	  line	  with	  the	  electorate’s	  improving	  standard	  of	  living.	  
The	  party’s	  biggest	  challenge	  now	  is	  to	  repeat	  this	  trick.	  This	  time,	  however,	  the	  
circumstances	  are	  different.	  The	  era	  of	  industrial	  modernization	  is	  over,	  and	  the	  logic	  
and	  power	  structures	  of	  the	  industrial	  society	  are	  now	  obsolete.	  The	  economy	  and	  social	  
development	  are	  driven	  by	  brain	  power,	  not	  muscles,	  steam	  and	  electricity.	  	  
	  
Profound	  structural	  changes	  in	  society	  and	  demographic	  conditions	  are	  making	  a	  
mockery	  of	  Social	  Democrats.	  The	  proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  can	  objectively	  be	  identified	  
as	  blue-‐collar	  workers	  has	  fallen	  from	  50	  to	  25	  percent	  since	  the	  mid-‐1970s.	  Future	  
elections	  will	  be	  won	  among	  healthy,	  prosperous,	  well-‐educated	  white-‐collar	  groups,	  not	  
among	  blue-‐collar	  voters.	  The	  generational	  pressure	  is	  even	  greater.	  Social	  Democratic	  
support	  in	  every	  incoming	  generation	  is	  lower	  than	  in	  every	  outgoing	  generation.	  This	  
generational	  replacement	  means	  that	  major	  mobilization	  will	  be	  required	  just	  to	  keep	  
the	  party	  at	  current	  levels	  of	  support,	  around	  30-‐35	  percent.	  	  
	  
Newer	  generations	  have	  smaller	  percentages	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  
	  
Percentage of Social Democratic voters in five generational groups, 1956-2006.	  

	  
	  
Source:	  Swedish	  Election	  Surveys,	  1956-‐2006.	  Extract	  from	  a	  report	  by	  the	  Swedish	  
National	  Board	  for	  Youth	  Affairs, (Mikael	  Persson	  &	  Henrik	  Oscarsson).	  
	  
Key	  to	  labels	  and	  legend	  in	  comment	  kb15	  
	  

Trade union membership 
	  
Support	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  has	  been	  declining	  among	  both	  blue	  collar	  and	  
white	  collar	  trade	  unionists	  
	  
Social	  Democratic	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  among	  national	  federations	  of	  trade	  unions,	  
1982-‐2010	  	  
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Source:	  Holmberg	  &	  Oscarsson,	  2004	  and	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
Comment:	  On	  January	  1	  2010,	  LO	  had	  1	  565	  000	  members,	  TCO	  1	  193	  000	  members	  and	  SACO	  605	  000	  
members	  	  
	  
Legend	  key	  in	  comment	  kb16	  
	  
In	  recent	  elections,	  more	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  have	  been	  white	  collar	  workers	  
than	  blue	  collar	  workers	  
	  
Share of Social Democratic voters who were blue-collar and white-collar workers in 
parliamentary elections, 1976-2006.	  

	  
	  
Comment:	  Source:	  Swedish	  Election	  Surveys	  1956-‐2006.	  i	  

Legend key in comment kb17 

 
LO members 
	  
The	  Social	  Democrats	  polled	  poorly	  among	  the	  blue-‐collar	  workers	  who	  make	  up	  the	  LO	  
federation,	  although	  the	  decline	  is	  not	  as	  great	  as	  among	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  If	  we	  
add	  together	  LO	  members’	  votes	  for	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  Party,	  the	  Left	  Party	  and	  the	  
Green	  Party,	  there	  was	  a	  two	  percent	  fall.	  This	  level	  was	  still	  higher	  than	  the	  lowest	  level	  
achieved,	  which	  was	  in	  1991.	  The	  center-‐right	  parties	  received	  26	  percent	  of	  the	  votes	  of	  
LO	  union	  members,	  which	  was	  a	  small	  increase	  compared	  with	  the	  2006	  election	  but	  
less	  than	  their	  highest	  figure,	  which	  was	  in	  1991.	  	  
	  
Experience	  shows	  that	  exit	  polls	  routinely	  underestimate	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  share	  of	  
the	  vote	  by	  a	  few	  percentage	  points,	  as	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  are	  less	  inclined	  to	  fill	  
in	  Swedish	  Television’s	  questionnaires.	  LO’s	  own	  post-‐election	  survey	  showed	  that	  55	  
percent	  of	  the	  federation’s	  members	  voted	  for	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  Party.	  	  
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The	  Social	  Democrats	  won	  a	  small	  number	  of	  LO	  voters	  from	  the	  left	  Party,	  but	  lost	  
support	  to	  the	  center-‐right	  parties,	  which	  means	  that	  support	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  
and	  the	  center-‐left	  block	  fell	  a	  little	  
	  	  
The	  Social	  Democratic	  share	  of	  	  the	  blue	  collar	  trade	  union	  vote	  has	  been	  declining	  
	  
Share	  of	  LO	  members’	  votes	  by	  party	  and	  political	  block,	  1982-‐2010	  

71
66 66

56

66

53
58

54
51

6 6 6 4
9

17
12 10 9

1 2
5

2 4 3 5 5 7

22
26

23
30

19
24 23 24 26

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

1982 1985 1988 1991 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010

S
V
Mp
Borgerligt

	  
Source:	  Holmberg	  &	  Oscarsson	  2004	  and	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
Legend	  key	  in	  comment	  kb18	  
	  
The	  LO	  members	  who	  voted	  for	  center-‐right	  parties	  are	  mainly	  men	  and	  tend	  to	  belong	  
to	  higher-‐paid	  groups	  in	  industry	  and	  construction.	  There	  is	  also	  evidence	  that	  the	  LO	  
members	  who	  voted	  for	  the	  Sweden	  Democrats	  were	  also	  predominantly	  men.	  	  
	  
The	  most	  important	  issue	  for	  members	  of	  LO	  unions	  when	  deciding	  how	  to	  vote	  was	  
jobs,	  followed	  by	  healthcare	  and	  social	  security.	  According	  to	  the	  exit	  polls,	  LO	  members	  
identified	  their	  personal	  financial	  situation	  as	  a	  key	  factor	  in	  their	  choice	  of	  party	  to	  a	  
greater	  extent	  than	  many	  other	  groups.	  	  
	  	  
	  

Kieron Brown
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	  The	  most	  important	  voting	  issues	  for	  blue	  collar	  trade	  unionists	  were	  jobs,	  
healthcare	  and	  social	  security	  
	  
What	  was	  the	  most	  important	  issue	  affecting	  how	  LO	  members	  voted	  in	  2010?	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Source:	  LO’s	  post-‐election	  survey,	  2010	  	   	  

Legend key in comment kb19 

 

White-collar workers (TCO) and academics (SACO) 
	  
There	  has	  been	  a	  decrease	  in	  the	  numbers	  of	  white-‐collar	  TCO	  members	  who	  vote	  Social	  
Democrat.	  Since	  1994,	  support	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  among	  TCO	  members	  has	  
almost	  halved.	  The	  percentage	  of	  votes	  for	  the	  red-‐green	  block	  of	  Social	  Democrats,	  
Greens	  and	  the	  Left	  was	  at	  the	  same	  level	  as	  at	  the	  2006	  election,	  but	  considerably	  lower	  
than	  in	  2002.	  	  
	  
The	  decline	  among	  SACO’s	  academics	  is	  a	  little	  lower	  than	  among	  TCO	  and	  LO	  members,	  
but	  the	  level	  was	  low	  to	  begin	  with.	  Support	  among	  SACO	  members	  is	  still	  higher	  than	  it	  
was	  in	  the	  1980s	  however.	  
	  
Historically,	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  have	  won	  elections	  because	  the	  center-‐left	  block	  has	  
had	  the	  support	  of	  an	  overwhelming	  majority	  of	  blue-‐collar	  LO	  voters,	  while	  the	  Social	  
Democrats	  attracted	  large	  numbers	  of	  TCO’s	  white-‐collar	  workers.	  At	  the	  2006	  election,	  
the	  Social	  Democrats	  lost	  many	  of	  these	  voters,	  and	  the	  decline	  continued	  in	  2010.	  The	  
significant	  fall	  of	  support	  among	  TCO	  groups	  is	  particularly	  troubling,	  as	  the	  proportion	  
of	  white-‐collar	  workers	  is	  rising,	  while	  the	  proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  are	  members	  of	  LO	  
unions	  is	  falling	  rapidly.	  	  
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The Social Democratic Party needs to win back white-collar workers in order to achieve 
35 percent of the vote in future elections. Voter movements provide clear evidence that 
modern Swedish elections are decided by the well-educated families and home-owners of the 
urban areas. In order to gain the support of these groups, party representatives need to identify 
a new set of attractive code words. The Social Democratic Party needs to market its 
representatives and its policies in white-collar Swedish. We need to talk to white-collar 
voters in a language they understand.  
	  
Opinion building occurs from the center out to the periphery in society. New ideas and 
new policies flow from the center of power out to the periphery, just like rings on water. It is 
therefore particularly important for a catch-all party in Sweden to win the hearts and minds of 
centrally placed white-collar workers – the “chattering class” or “creative class” as they are 
sometimes known. Trust is built when voters can identify with political representatives. Party 
workers with 20 years of party service are poorly prepared for such a challenge. 
Metalworkers and welfare assistants with broad support in the movement need to be mixed 
with academics whose backgrounds and merits voters can assess more easily.   
 
 
Social	  Democratic	  vote	  share	  continues	  to	  fall	  among	  white	  collar	  trade	  unionists	  
	  
Share	  of	  TCO	  members’	  votes	  by	  party	  and	  political	  block,	  2002-‐2010	  
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Source:	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
Legend	  key	  in	  kb20	  

The employed, the unemployed and the sick 
	  
Support	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  among	  people	  in	  employment	  was	  22	  percent	  
according	  to	  exit	  polls,	  while	  the	  Moderate	  Party	  attracted	  32	  percent.	  In	  2006,	  the	  
Social	  Democrats	  attracted	  32	  percent	  of	  the	  voters	  in	  this	  group,	  while	  the	  Moderates	  
polled	  27	  percent.	  This	  is	  a	  significant	  change.	  	  
	  
Among	  the	  unemployed,	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  are	  the	  strongest	  party	  by	  far,	  with	  39	  
percent	  of	  the	  vote	  according	  to	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls.	  Compared	  with	  the	  2006	  
election,	  the	  party’s	  decline	  among	  the	  unemployed	  was	  around	  the	  same	  as	  the	  decline	  
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among	  voters	  in	  general.	  The	  Moderates	  increased	  their	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  in	  this	  group	  
to	  23	  percent,	  an	  increase	  of	  five	  percentage	  points.	  As	  in	  previous	  elections,	  the	  Sweden	  
Democrats	  attracted	  strong	  support	  among	  the	  unemployed	  and	  doubled	  their	  vote	  in	  
2010.	  
	  	  
Among	  voters	  on	  social	  security	  benefits,	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  received	  very	  high	  
support,	  while	  the	  parties	  of	  the	  center-‐right	  polled	  poorly.	  Total	  support	  for	  the	  red-‐
green	  block	  reached	  69	  percent,	  including	  51	  percent	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats.	  The	  
center-‐right	  block	  received	  24	  percent	  of	  the	  votes	  from	  this	  group.	  	  	  
	  
Social	  Democrats	  receive	  strong,	  but	  declining,	  support	  among	  the	  unemployed	  
	  
Voting	  patterns	  of	  the	  unemployed,	  2002-‐2010	  
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Source:	  Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  
	  
Label	  key	  in	  comment	  kb21	  

Geographical	  variations	  
	  
The	  differences	  in	  voting	  behavior	  between	  and	  within	  different	  parts	  of	  Sweden	  
continued	  to	  grow	  at	  the	  2010	  parliamentary	  election.	  The	  Social	  Democrats	  still	  poll	  
over	  50	  percent	  in	  many	  constituencies	  in	  northern	  Sweden,	  while	  attracting	  less	  than	  
25	  percent	  of	  the	  vote	  in	  parts	  of	  southernmost	  Sweden	  and	  the	  Stockholm	  region,	  
where	  the	  Moderates	  are	  the	  largest	  party.	  In	  those	  parts	  of	  the	  country	  where	  the	  Social	  
Democrats	  have	  traditionally	  had	  low	  levels	  of	  support,	  the	  party	  received	  even	  fewer	  
votes.	  In	  regions	  where	  the	  party	  has	  been	  strong	  historically,	  the	  party	  fared	  slightly	  
better	  at	  the	  2010	  election	  than	  in	  the	  country	  as	  a	  whole.	  The	  poor	  results	  in	  urban	  
areas	  are	  particularly	  worrying	  because,	  as	  of	  2010,	  these	  areas	  account	  for	  more	  seats	  
in	  parliament	  than	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  country	  put	  together.	  	  
	  
In	  the	  party’s	  strongest	  constituency,	  Norrbotten	  in	  the	  far	  north	  of	  Sweden,	  the	  Social	  
Democrats	  polled	  51.9	  percent	  of	  the	  vote,	  which	  is	  an	  increase	  of	  0.4	  percent	  since	  the	  
2006	  election.	  In	  its	  weakest	  constituency,	  the	  municipality	  of	  Stockholm,	  the	  party	  
received	  just	  20.9	  percent,	  a	  drop	  of	  2.3	  percentage	  points.	  These	  two	  constituencies	  
were	  also	  the	  party’s	  best	  and	  worst	  at	  the	  2002	  and	  2006	  elections.	  	  
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The	  Social	  Democrats'	  worst	  constituency	  is	  Stockholm	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democratic	  Party’s	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  in	  each	  constituency	  in	  2006	  and	  
2010	  
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Label	  key	  in	  comment	  kb22	  
	  
Source:	  Author's	  analysis	  of	  Swedish	  election	  data	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democrats	  now	  have	  less	  than	  25	  percent	  of	  the	  vote	  in	  the	  Stockholm	  region	  
and	  southern	  Skåne	  in	  the	  south	  of	  Sweden.	  In	  Halland,	  Uppsala	  and	  large	  parts	  of	  
western	  Sweden,	  the	  party	  has	  just	  over	  25	  percent.	  It	  is	  only	  in	  the	  rural	  counties	  of	  
northern	  Sweden	  that	  the	  party	  is	  at	  a	  level	  above	  40	  percent.	  	  The	  diagram	  below	  
shows	  how	  the	  party’s	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  has	  changed	  since	  the	  2006	  parliamentary	  
election.	  	  
	  
In	  2010,	  Social	  Democrats	  lost	  support	  in	  almost	  all	  constituencies	  
	  
The	  fall	  in	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  Party’s	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  in	  each	  constituency,	  
2010	  

-10,0

-8,0

-6,0

-4,0

-2,0

0,0

2,0

Sk
ån

e:
 S

öd
ra

Sö
de

rm
an

la
nd

M
al

m
ö

Sk
ån

e:
 N

or
ra

Sk
ån

e:
 V

äs
tra

V:
a 

G
öt

al
an

d
Bl

ek
in

ge
 lä

n
Ka

lm
ar

 lä
n

V:
a 

G
öt

al
an

d
Kr

on
ob

er
gs

H
al

la
nd

s 
lä

n
Jö

nk
öp

in
gs

V:
a 

G
öt

al
an

d
V:

a 
G

öt
al

an
d

Ö
st

er
gö

tla
nd

s
H

el
a 

rik
et

Ö
re

br
o 

lä
n

St
hl

m
s 

lä
n

G
öt

eb
or

gs
U

pp
sa

la
 lä

n
Vä

st
m

an
la

nd
s

G
äv

le
bo

rg
s

Vä
rm

la
nd

s 
lä

n
D

al
ar

na
s 

lä
n

St
hl

m
s

Vä
st

er
no

rr
la

n
Vä

st
er

bo
tte

ns
G

ot
la

nd
s 

lä
n

Jä
m

tla
nd

s 
lä

n
N

or
rb

ot
te

ns

	  
	  
Label	  key	  in	  comment	  kb23	  
	  
Source:	  Author's	  analysis	  of	  Swedish	  election	  data	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  suffered	  a	  large	  drop	  in	  support	  at	  the	  parliamentary	  
election,	  with	  the	  largest	  falls	  occurring	  in	  Skåne	  and	  Södermanland.	  
	  
In	  Norrbotten	  and	  Jämtland,	  the	  party	  went	  against	  the	  national	  trend	  and	  increased	  its	  
share	  of	  the	  vote	  slightly	  in	  many	  municipalities.	  The	  decline	  was	  relatively	  small	  in	  
Västernorrland,	  Västerbotten	  and	  Gotland.	  	  
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All	  the	  municipalities	  in	  which	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  received	  a	  high	  proportion	  of	  the	  
vote	  at	  the	  parliamentary	  election	  can	  be	  described	  as	  industrial	  communities	  or	  
sparsely	  populated	  municipalities.	  Haparanda,	  Gällivare	  and	  Dorotea	  are	  new	  names	  on	  
the	  list	  of	  the	  ten	  municipalities	  in	  which	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  performed	  best.	  	  
	  	  
The	  municipalities	  in	  which	  the	  party	  performed	  worst	  at	  the	  parliamentary	  election	  are	  
wealthy	  suburbs	  of	  the	  country’s	  three	  largest	  cities.	  Six	  of	  these	  are	  in	  the	  Stockholm	  
region,	  three	  are	  close	  to	  Malmö	  and	  one	  is	  near	  Gothenburg.	  	  
	  	  
The	  trend	  for	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  in	  the	  three	  largest	  cities	  has	  been	  negative	  in	  recent	  
parliamentary	  elections.	  The	  party	  lost	  8	  percentage	  points	  in	  Gothenburg	  between	  
2002	  and	  2010.	  In	  Malmö	  and	  Stockholm,	  the	  party’s	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  fell	  by	  more	  than	  
in	  the	  country	  as	  a	  whole.	  The	  fall	  in	  Stockholm	  was	  from	  an	  already	  low	  level,	  while	  in	  
Malmö,	  the	  party	  has	  fallen	  from	  a	  couple	  of	  percentage	  points	  above	  the	  national	  
average	  to	  a	  couple	  of	  points	  below	  the	  national	  average.	  As	  we	  have	  seen	  in	  previous	  
elections,	  however,	  ticket	  splitting	  was	  relatively	  common,	  and	  the	  party	  did	  
considerably	  better	  in	  the	  municipal	  elections.	  	  
	  	  
Social	  Democrats	  have	  been	  losing	  ground	  in	  all	  three	  of	  Sweden's	  largest	  cities	  	  	  
	  
Support	  for	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  in	  the	  three	  largest	  cities	  in	  the	  2002,	  
2006	  and	  2010	  parliamentary	  elections	  
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Source:	  Author's	  analysis	  of	  Swedish	  election	  data	  

Label	  key	  in	  comment	  kb24	  

What	  were	  the	  decisive	  issues?	  
	  
The	  most	  important	  issues	  at	  the	  election	  were	  schools,	  jobs,	  healthcare	  and	  the	  
economy.	  The	  environment	  became	  less	  important	  to	  voters	  during	  the	  election	  
campaign,	  which	  probably	  reduced	  the	  likelihood	  of	  the	  Green	  Party	  reaching	  the	  level	  
of	  ten	  percent	  the	  party	  achieved	  in	  opinion	  polls	  in	  the	  winter	  of	  2009-‐2010.	  The	  
increased	  importance	  of	  school	  issues	  during	  the	  campaign	  contributed	  to	  the	  slightly	  
better	  performance	  of	  the	  Liberals	  compared	  with	  the	  other	  small	  parties	  in	  the	  center-‐
right	  government.	  Care	  of	  the	  elderly	  grew	  as	  an	  issue	  during	  the	  election	  campaign,	  
albeit	  from	  a	  low	  level,	  and	  may	  have	  helped	  the	  Christian	  Democrats	  over	  the	  four	  
percent	  level	  required	  for	  representation	  in	  parliament.	  	  	  
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Swedish	  Television’s	  exit	  polls	  showed	  that	  voters	  prioritized	  three	  issues	  when	  
deciding	  how	  to	  vote:	  Schools	  and	  education,	  employment	  and	  the	  Swedish	  economy.	  In	  
all	  of	  these	  areas,	  voters	  felt	  that	  the	  centre-‐right	  alliance	  had	  the	  best	  policies.	  The	  
issues	  on	  which	  voters	  felt	  the	  red-‐green	  block	  had	  the	  best	  policies,	  such	  as	  healthcare,	  
social	  welfare,	  the	  environment	  and	  pensions,	  were	  less	  important	  in	  their	  choice	  of	  
party	  according	  to	  the	  voters.	  	  
	  
The	  most	  important	  issues	  to	  2010	  Swedish	  voters	  were	  schools,	  jobs	  and	  the	  
economy	  
	  
The	  most	  important	  issues	  when	  deciding	  how	  to	  vote	  in	  2010	  election	  
	  

	  
	  
Label	  and	  chart	  key	  in	  kb25	  

Farewell party supporters?   
	  
One	  of	  Statistics	  Sweden/the	  Swedish	  Electoral	  Research	  Program’s	  long-‐term	  surveys	  
shows	  how	  voters’	  identification	  with	  particular	  parties	  has	  declined	  since	  the	  1950s.	  
The	  proportion	  of	  voters	  who	  regard	  themselves	  as	  supporters	  of	  a	  specific	  party	  fell	  
dramatically	  from	  65	  percent	  in	  1968	  to	  31	  percent	  in	  2006.	  The	  proportion	  who	  
consider	  themselves	  strong	  supporters	  has	  fallen	  from	  53	  percent	  in	  1960	  to	  15	  percent	  
today.	  
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Both	  supporters	  and	  strong	  supporters	  of	  political	  parties	  have	  been	  declining	  in	  
Sweden	  
	  
Share	  of	  voters	  who regard themselves as supporters or strong supporters of a political party	  

	  
Source:	  Statistics	  Sweden/The	  Swedish	  Electoral	  Research	  Program,	  Department	  of	  Political	  Science,	  
Gothenburg	  University.	  
	  
	  
Weaker	  emotional	  ties	  between	  parties	  and	  citizens	  are	  closely	  linked	  to	  other	  major	  
social	  changes	  such	  as	  modernization	  and	  individualization,	  which	  in	  turn	  have	  
generated	  new	  developments	  such	  as	  cognitive	  (persuasion-‐based)	  mobilization	  and	  
reduced	  trust	  in	  authority.	  In	  politics,	  we	  see	  these	  effects	  clearly	  in	  the	  shape	  of	  a	  lower	  
tendency	  to	  vote	  along	  class	  lines,	  greater	  voter	  mobility,	  later	  voting	  decisions	  and	  less	  
trust	  in	  politicians.	  	  	  
	  

 
A more mobile electorate  
	  
Between	  the	  elections	  of	  202	  and	  2006,	  37.1	  percent	  of	  Swedish	  voters	  switched	  party.	  If	  
we	  include	  those	  who	  switched	  from	  non-‐voter	  to	  voter	  we	  can	  see	  even	  greater	  
mobility,	  45	  percent.	  Almost	  half	  of	  the	  electorate	  changes	  voting	  behavior	  between	  
elections.	  	  
	  
It	  must	  be	  borne	  in	  mind,	  however,	  that	  the	  majority	  of	  voters	  who	  switch	  party	  
between	  elections	  do	  so	  within	  the	  established	  political	  blocks	  rather	  than	  between	  
them.	  In	  recent	  years,	  two	  thirds	  of	  switches	  have	  occurred	  within	  the	  political	  blocks,	  
i.e.	  between	  parties	  in	  the	  center-‐left	  block	  led	  by	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  (as	  shown	  in	  the	  
red	  line	  in	  the	  diagram	  below)	  or	  between	  parties	  in	  the	  center-‐right	  block	  (as	  seen	  in	  
the	  blue	  line).	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

More	  Swedish	  voters	  are	  switching	  parties	  from	  election	  to	  election	  
	  
Changes of party within and between political blocks in percent, 1956-2006 
	  

	  
	  
Source:	  Swedish	  Election	  Surveys,	  1956-‐2006	  (Statistics	  Sweden/Department	  of	  Political	  Science,	  Gothenburg	  
University).	  
	  
Label	  key	  in	  comment	  kb26	  
	  
Even	  though	  a	  clear	  majority	  of	  voters	  say	  that	  they	  made	  their	  final	  choice	  of	  party	  
during	  the	  election	  campaign,	  almost	  half	  of	  those	  who	  switched	  blocks	  made	  this	  
decision	  before	  the	  campaign	  started.	  Most	  of	  those	  who	  decide	  late	  do	  not	  change	  party.	  
They	  leave	  the	  door	  open	  to	  other	  alternatives	  until	  the	  last	  minute,	  but	  then	  many	  
decide	  to	  vote	  the	  way	  that	  they	  had	  always	  intended.	  It	  is	  over-‐optimistic	  to	  expect	  
major	  shifts	  between	  the	  political	  blocks	  at	  the	  final	  stage	  of	  an	  election	  campaign	  
given	  the	  trends	  of	  previous	  campaigns.	  	  
	  
Urban areas	  	  
	  
The	  Social	  Democratic	  Party	  has	  focused	  heavily	  on	  the	  issue	  of	  its	  heavy	  defeat	  in	  the	  
major	  cities.	  Analysis	  of	  voter	  behavior	  shows	  that	  it	  is	  these	  relatively	  well-‐off	  groups	  
that	  the	  Social	  Democrats	  lost	  to	  the	  center-‐right	  block	  at	  the	  2006	  election.	  Social	  
Democracy	  lost	  heavily	  in	  the	  whole	  country,	  but	  most	  of	  all	  in	  the	  cities.	  The	  map	  below	  
shows	  the	  changes	  in	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  vote	  between	  the	  parliamentary	  elections	  of	  
2002	  and	  2006.	  The	  bluer	  the	  color,	  the	  greater	  the	  fall	  in	  the	  Social	  Democratic	  
vote.	  The	  redder	  the	  color,	  the	  greater	  the	  increase.	  	  
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Social	  Democrats	  have	  sustained	  their	  heaviest	  losses	  in	  cities	  
	  
Change	  in	  Social	  Democratic	  support	  by	  area	  of	  Sweden,	  2002-‐2006	  
	  
	  

	  

However, it is always important to maintain a historical perspective when analyzing voter 
behavior. In relative terms, the Social Democrats have actually never been particularly 
strong in the major cities – see the yellow line in the diagram below. The Social Democrats 
have been strongest in industrial communities and small and medium sized towns – see the 
red and green lines in the diagram below). The longed-for return to the major cities is 
therefore not a return at all, but a potential new conquest for Social Democracy.  

 

Social Democrats have historically done best in small and medium sized towns 

The Social Democratic Party’s share of the vote in parliamentary elections, 1960-2006 

 

 

 

 

 



	  

	  

 
 

 

Source:	  The	  Swedish	  Electoral	  Research	  Program.	  	  Regeringsskifte.	  Väljarna	  och	  valet	  2006	  (A	  Change	  of	  
Government.	  Voters	  and	  the	  2006	  Election)	  by	  Henrik	  Oscarsson	  and	  Sören	  Holmberg,	  (Norstedts	  Juridik,	  
2008).	  	  
	  
Legend	  key	  in	  comment	  kb27	  
	  

Retaining	  power	  

The	  best	  answer	  provided	  by	  political	  research	  so	  far	  to	  the	  question	  of	  whether	  an	  
incumbent	  government	  will	  win	  the	  next	  election	  is	  no.	  The	  results	  of	  systematic	  
empirical	  research	  are	  quite	  clear.	  The	  expectation	  is	  that	  governments	  wear	  down	  their	  
opinion	  figures	  and	  therefore	  find	  it	  very	  difficult	  to	  retain	  power.	  	  

Political	  scientists	  Hanne-‐Marthe	  Narud	  and	  Henry	  Valen	  measured	  the	  average	  change	  
in	  incumbent	  governments’	  election	  results,	  the	  incumbency	  effect,	  in	  seventeen	  
established	  Western	  democracies	  during	  the	  period	  1945-‐1999ii.	  The	  variations	  in	  
governments’	  success	  and	  failure	  at	  election	  are	  large,	  but	  the	  main	  trend	  is	  very	  clear:	  
Governing	  costs	  support.	  Even	  more	  interesting	  is	  the	  fact	  that	  this	  cost	  has	  increased	  
continuously	  during	  the	  past	  six	  decades.	  Nowadays,	  it	  is	  very	  rare	  that	  voters	  reward	  
incumbent	  governments.	  Regardless	  of	  recessions,	  booms	  or	  other	  factors,	  voters	  tend	  
to	  punish	  governments	  and	  to	  punish	  them	  harder	  and	  harder.	  
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Incumbency	  is	  having	  an	  increasingly	  negative	  effect	  on	  incumbent	  parties'	  voting	  
support	  

Average	  change	  in	  incumbent	  governments’	  election	  results	  in	  seventeen	  
established	  Western	  democracies	  during	  the	  period	  1945-‐1999	  

	  
Source:	  Narud,	  Hanne	  Marthe,	  and	  Valen,	  Henry.	  2008.	  Coalition	  membership	  and	  electoral	  performance.	  In	  
Cabinets	  and	  coalition	  	  bargaining:	  The	  democratic	  life	  cycle	  in	  western	  Europe,	  ed.	  Kaare	  Strøm,	  Wolfgang	  C.	  
Müller,	  and	  Torbjörn	  Bergman,	  369-‐402.	  Oxford,	  UK:	  Oxford	  University	  Press.	  

	  
In	  Sweden,	  something	  very	  unusual	  happened	  at	  the	  2010	  election.	  The	  center-‐right	  
government’s	  victory	  with	  a	  1.1	  percentage	  point	  increase	  in	  the	  share	  of	  the	  vote	  was	  
an	  unlikely	  event	  given	  the	  accumulated	  experience	  of	  the	  wear	  and	  tear	  of	  governing.	  
	  	  
Social	  Democratic	  voters	  

The	  gender	  and	  age	  profile	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  is	  to	  a	  large	  extent	  similar	  to	  that	  
of	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  The	  percentage	  of	  women	  is	  50	  percent	  compared	  to	  51	  
percent	  in	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  	  The	  average	  age	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  is	  
slightly	  higher	  than	  for	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole,	  at	  49.8	  years	  compared	  with	  47.7.	  The	  
Social	  Democratic	  Party	  has	  fewer	  younger	  voters	  in	  relative	  terms.	  	  

In	  terms	  of	  other	  parties,	  the	  gender	  and	  age	  profiles	  (percentage	  of	  women,	  average	  
age)	  of	  the	  parties	  (2006	  parliamentary	  election)	  are	  as	  follows:	  Left	  Party	  –	  54	  percent,	  
44.7	  years;	  Social	  Democrats	  –	  50	  percent,	  49.8	  years;	  Center	  Party	  –	  56	  percent,	  49.7	  
years;	  Liberals	  –	  51	  percent,	  47.2	  years;	  Moderates	  –	  46	  percent,	  47.6	  years;	  Christian	  
Democrats	  –	  57	  percent,	  52.7	  years;	  Greens	  –	  63	  percent,	  39.0	  years;	  Feminist	  Initiative	  
–	  78	  percent,	  42.0	  years;	  the	  June	  List	  –	  40	  percent,	  55.1	  years;	  Sweden	  Democrats	  –	  35	  
percent,	  44.0	  years.	  The	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole	  was	  51	  percent	  female	  and	  the	  average	  
age	  was	  47.7	  years.	  (Note:	  People	  over	  the	  age	  of	  85	  are	  not	  included	  in	  the	  statistics,	  
which	  means	  that	  all	  average	  ages	  tend	  to	  be	  systematically	  underestimated.)	  

According	  to	  the	  categorizations	  in	  election	  surveys,	  the	  proportion	  of	  blue-‐collar	  
workers	  in	  the	  electorate	  was	  almost	  50	  percent	  in	  1976.	  The	  equivalent	  figure	  today	  is	  
just	  25	  percent.	  The	  proportion	  of	  blue-‐collar	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  fell	  from	  67	  
percent	  in	  1976	  to	  40	  percent	  in	  2006.	  Older	  generations	  of	  blue-‐collar	  workers	  have	  
been	  “gentrified”	  and	  become	  white-‐collar	  workers,	  while	  higher	  education	  levels	  and	  



	  

	  

changes	  in	  society’s	  needs	  have	  led	  younger	  generations	  to	  become	  white-‐collar	  workers	  
rather	  than	  blue-‐collar.	  Parties	  that	  intend	  to	  fight	  for	  power	  must	  attract	  white-‐collar	  
voters	  rather	  than	  blue-‐collar	  workers	  in	  future.	  

When	  it	  comes	  to	  subjective	  identity,	  however,	  voters	  who	  regard	  themselves	  as	  blue-‐
collar	  still	  form	  a	  majority	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters.	  54	  percent	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  
voters	  regard	  themselves	  as	  blue-‐collar,	  which	  gives	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  a	  much	  
stronger	  blue-‐collar	  profile	  than	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole,	  by	  16	  percentage	  points.	  
Among	  the	  Social	  Democrats’	  core	  voters,	  the	  percentage	  is	  even	  higher,	  58	  percent.	  
Those	  who	  regard	  themselves	  as	  belonging	  to	  different	  white-‐collar	  groups	  make	  up	  40	  
percent	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters.	  In	  terms	  of	  income,	  medium-‐income	  voters	  are	  
over-‐represented,	  while	  there	  are	  considerably	  fewer	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  with	  
high	  incomes	  than	  in	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole	  –	  23	  percent	  compared	  with	  30	  percent.	  
	  
In	  terms	  of	  employment	  sector,	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  look	  similar	  to	  the	  electorate	  as	  
a	  whole.	  Voters	  employed	  in	  the	  public	  sector	  are	  slightly	  over-‐represented,	  by	  four	  
percentage	  points.	  However,	  at	  41	  percent,	  the	  proportion	  of	  voters	  belonging	  to	  blue-‐
collar	  trade	  unions	  is	  17	  percentage	  points	  higher	  than	  for	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  
	  
The	  education	  level	  of	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  is	  considerably	  lower	  than	  the	  average	  
for	  the	  electorate,	  which	  reflects	  the	  age	  structure	  of	  the	  party’s	  voters.	  29	  percent	  of	  
Social	  Democratic	  voters	  only	  have	  compulsory	  school	  education,	  compared	  with	  20	  
percent	  in	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole,	  while	  voters	  with	  a	  university	  education	  or	  
equivalent	  are	  under-‐represented	  among	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  –	  13	  percent	  have	  
graduated	  from	  university	  or	  similar.	  The	  equivalent	  figure	  for	  the	  electorate	  is	  20	  
percent.	  The	  party’s	  educational	  profile	  is	  similar	  to	  that	  of	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole,	  
although	  educational	  backgrounds	  within	  technology,	  industry	  and	  transport	  are	  more	  
common	  among	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  –	  27	  percent,	  which	  is	  five	  percentage	  points	  
higher	  than	  for	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  whole.	  
	  
There	  are	  fewer	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  in	  urban	  areas	  than	  among	  the	  electorate	  as	  a	  
whole,	  a	  difference	  of	  five	  percentage	  points.	  Voters	  who	  say	  that	  they	  grew	  up	  outside	  
Europe	  are	  over-‐represented	  among	  Social	  Democratic	  voters,	  but	  make	  up	  just	  two	  
percent	  of	  the	  party’s	  vote.	  	  	  
	  
Finally,	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  have	  more	  trust	  in	  politicians	  and	  more	  loyalty	  to	  their	  
party	  than	  voters	  overall.	  	  In	  2006,	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  reported	  the	  greatest	  
confidence	  in	  politicians.	  A	  small	  majority,	  52	  percent,	  said	  they	  had	  great	  or	  very	  great	  
trust	  in	  politicians.	  And	  Social	  Democratic	  voters	  identify	  most	  closely	  with	  their	  party.	  
Half	  of	  the	  party’s	  voters	  report	  active	  support	  for	  the	  party,	  which	  is	  much	  higher	  than	  
for	  other	  parties.	  Strong	  emotional	  ties	  to	  a	  party	  contrast	  with	  lower	  estimates	  –	  
significantly	  lower	  than	  for	  the	  average	  voter	  –	  regarding	  educational	  resources	  and	  
political	  knowledge.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Social	  Democratic	  voters	  have	  strong	  party	  identification	  and	  high	  trust	  in	  
politicians	  

Social	  Democratic	  voters	  compared	  with	  overall	  electorate	  on	  trust,	  interest,	  party	  
identification,	  knowledge	  and	  education	  

	  
Graph	  key	  in	  comment	  kb28	  

Kieron Brown
Comment [28]:  
• = Electorate average 
X =Social Democratic  Party voters 
 
 
•Trust (53 percent) 
•Interest (52 percent) 
•Identification with the party (50 percent) 
•Knowledge (6.9 percent) 
•Education (15 percent)	  



	  

	  

 
The road forward: trust around the the economy, jobs and schools 
 
It is not media or the attitude towards representatives that primarily determines 
elections In Sweden. Policies and above all credibility around economic and job 
issues are essential to gain the confidence to lead the country. The Social Democrats 
used to have great credibility in these matters but it has been undermined.  This led 
to  the elections in 2006 and 2010 where the Social Democrats lost governmental 
power. Those who go back and study polls over a longer period of time find that 
coalitions with the most credibility on economic issues during the election year have 
generally won. 
 
Confidence in Handling the Swedish Economy, 1984-2010 
 
Red= social democratic party 
Blue= moderate party	  

	  
 
 
The recession strengthened the Social Democrats before the 2002 elections. The 
Social Democrat government in 2002 had significantly great confidence on economic 
security issues, job creation and stable government. And before the 2010 election, 
we saw the center-right government go ahead when the financial crisis raged at its 
worst during the fall 2008. These crises underscored the importance of keeping the 
economy in order and the incumbent party benefited. However, in 1982 and 1994 the 
Social Democrats won over the incumbent government when the country was in 
economic crisis and voters were more interested in change than stability.  
 
 
Confidence in Handling Unemployment, 1984-2010 
 
Red= social democratic party 
Blue= moderate party 
 



	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
In the 2010 elections the conservative government had not only the greatest 
confidence on the economy in general but also on the jobs issue. Historically, the 
Social Democrats almost always have had the greatest confidence on employment 
policy. But for the second election in a row, the Social Democrats lost the jobs issue. 
Why the loss of credibility?  Historically, the delivery of jobs is key and Social 
Democrats are now being blamed for the development of relatively high 
unemployment.   
 
Confidence in Handling Schools, 1984-2010  
 
Red= social democratic party 
Blue= moderate party 
Green= liberal party 

 
School issues were another important reason why the Social Democrats lost 
governmental power in 2006.  This was partly due to Social Democrats being linked 
to “fuzzy” schools without knowledge checks, tests and grades. In the 2010 election 
once again voters had greater confidence in conservatives on school issues than in 
the red and green coalition.  



	  

	  

	  
In order to win undecided voters between the two coalitions Social Democrats in the 
future need to build trust on the issues of schools, jobs and the economy. The key 
undecided voters are well-educated families, white-collar workers and middle income 
home-owners in urban areas.  These are the voters who will decide the fate of Social 
Democrats and the broader progressive movement in Sweden. 
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