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Change in African American
population, 2000–2009

New Orleans –79,310

Los Angeles –70,295

New York –55,028

San Francisco –32,736

Detroit –16,718

Chicago –13,553

Atlanta 499,096

Dallas 188,888

Houston 176,870

Washington, D.C. 137,560

Miami 131,571

Charlotte 107,558

Fastest declining

Fastest growing

The African American Electorate
Black American Voters as a Demographic in the United States

Black Americans are living, working, 
and voting across the nation in record 
numbers and fascinating patterns. The 
African American electorate has greatly 
expanded over the last decade to include 
a greater breadth of politically and 
geographically diverse native-born and 
black immigrant voters. 

A few charts detail where black American 
voters stand as a politicized demographic  
in the United States.

Blacks are moving to southern cities

U.S. metro areas with fastest-changing 
African American populations

More blacks are joining the electorate

African Americans

Black turnout is rising fast

Turnout by race/ethnicity (percent)

Unemployment/approval among 
African Americans
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