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Introduction

In various speeches this election season, including at the NAACP Annual Conference’
and the Latino Coalition Annual Economic Summit,? former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney has been making the case that when it comes to people of color, his economic

policies are the answer to their economic wellbeing.

Yet closer analyses of his stated positions on key issues that matter to these communities

do not bear this out.

As has already been widely reported, communities of color have suffered and continue
suffering the brunt of the effects of the Great Recession. African Americans, Latinos,
Native Americans, and subgroups within the Asian American community continue to
lag far behind their white counterparts on key economic indicators. And while it is true
that these communities have historically faced significant economic challenges, the
Great Recession pushed them even lower on the ladder of opportunity and farther from
the American Dream.

How communities of color fare today and down the road matters greatly, not just for

their own sake, but also because they are the future of our nation. Today the majority of
children under one year old® are kids of color and in 10 states* people of color make up the
majority of the population. The U.S. Census Bureau projects’ that by the year 2042 there
won't be an ethnic majority in our nation. It is therefore urgent that our next president not
only understands the depth of the challenges communities of color face, but even more

importantly that he puts forth policy solutions that match the urgency of the moment.

Unfortunately, Gov. Romney and his newly picked running mate Rep. Paul Ryan
(R-WI) have thus far shown a deep disregard for these communities’ economic strug-
gles. By embracing and promoting a “cut at all costs” approach, they threaten to push
further down those individuals and families who are already barely holding on and

worsen the economic outlook of the next generations of Americans.
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This brief takes a closer look at the positions of the Romney-Ryan ticket on essential
programs that benefit all Americans, but especially communities of color, and provides

an analysis on what would happen if their ideas where to be implemented.

Gov. Romney’s approach to solving the economic problems of
communities of color

Earlier this year Rep. Ryan, chair of the House Budget Committee and now republican
vice presidential nominee, forwarded a budget proposal® for fiscal year 2013 that would
significantly cut discretionary government spending. Ryan’s budget groups education,
training, employment, and social services into one budget function that would be cut
by about 20 percent. It would privatize Medicare while slashing nutrition assistance
and health spending. According to calculations from the Center for Budget and Policy

Priorities,” two-thirds of Ryan’s cuts target programs that serve low-income Americans.

Gov. Romney supports this budget and called it “a bold step toward putting our nation
back on the track to fiscal sanity.”®

The presumptive Republican presidential nominee has not only embraced Ryan’s
budget but has gone even further. His “Believe in America™ plan would slash vital
programs'® for the poor and middle classes, repeal the Affordable Care Act, and gut
Medicare and Social Security.

By embracing these policies, Gov. Romney and Rep. Ryan have demonstrated that they
do not grasp the impact these cuts would have on people who are struggling to make

ends meet, especially the impact on people of color.

In the following section we lay out how these policies would affect essential programs

for communities of color.

Jobs

Communities of color suffer from chronic high unemployment and the Great Recession
and subsequent anemic recovery has worsened this situation, particularly among youth
of color. The need for good jobs in key sectors as well as job-training programs, particu-

larly for youth and the long-term unemployed, is more evident than ever.

Key employment sectors for communities of color include the public sector and the
construction and food industries. According to the University of California, Berkeley’s
Center for Labor and Research, “The public sector is a key source of employment for
African Americans.'' Blacks are 30 percent more likely to be employed in the public sec-

tor and at wage levels more equal to whites than in any other sector.”
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For their part, Hispanics comprise a large part of the low-skilled labor market,"> making

up more than 20 percent of workers in the construction and food industry."

Gov. Romney, however, opposes efforts to provide aid to states to prevent public-sector
layofts.'* In fact, he wants to dramatically reduce the size of government—which means

eliminating jobs.'®

In addition, the Ryan plan, which Gov. Romney has repeatedly indicated that he sup-
ports, eliminates jobs in sectors that disproportionately employ Latinos, like construc-
tion. The Ryan plan disinvests in transportation infrastructure investment and under his
proposed cuts, investments in construction projects to improve and repair the nation’s

interstate highway system, public transportation, and railroads will be cut."®

Rep. Ryan’s plan also proposes $133.5 billion in cuts over 10 years'” to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, which not only helps families keep food on

the table, but is a job creator as well, particularly in the food industry, which includes
grocers, truckers, and agricultural workers. Even cuts of 10 percent would translate into
nearly 96,000 jobs lost—job losses that disproportionately impact the food-processing

industry, which employs many Latinos.'®

Moreover, one of Romney’s actual “jobs policies” is reducing the federal workforce

by 10 percent, an idea that was also included in Ryan’s budget. Ironically, Romney’s
59-point jobs agenda would actually result in 360,000 fewer jobs in 2013. * Six of his
proposals would directly eliminate jobs from the U.S. economy by undermining growth-

focused investments and by eliminating jobs in the public sector.

Job training

Another set of programs on the chopping block under both Gov. Romney’s and Rep.
Ryan’s plans would be job-training programs. High youth-unemployment rates and
disproportionate rates of long-term unemployment among communities of color
make job-training programs a key bridge to the future for these workers. As governor
of Massachusetts, Mitt Romney vetoed $11 million in job-training funds.?® As a presi-
dential candidate he has proposed significant job-training cuts,* which fall in line with
House Republicans, who in 2011 passed a shortsighted and potentially devastating bill
(H.R. 1)* to cut more than $4 billion from job-training programs, including:

* Eliminating $3 billion for Workforce Investment Act employment and training
programs

* Eliminating $100 million to educate and train at-risk youth

* Eliminating $100 million to educate and train ex-offenders

* Rescinding $300 million from Job Corps

FIGURE 1

Demographics and
outcomes of YouthBuild
U.S.A., 2010

Gender

Female
29%

Ethnicity
. Asian
Native American
American 3%
4%

Hispanic

0,
20% African

American

54%

Of the above enrollees

Completed program

78%

Obtained GED or high school diploma
63%

Placed in college and/or jobs
at an average of $9.20 an hour

60%

Note: Number may not add up to 100% due to
rounding.

Source: YouthBuild U.S.A., “Research, available at
https://youthbuild.org/research
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FIGURE 2
Who Job Corps serves
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Source: Job Corps, “Who Job Corps Serves,"available at http://www.jobcorps.gov/Libraries/pdf/who_job_corps_serves.sflo

In addition, this past June House Republicans pushed through com-
mittee?® the Workforce Investment Act (H.R. 4297),* which includes
cuts to popular programs such as YouthBuild and the Job Corps,*
which as figures 1 and 2 show, serve a substantial number of young
people of color. This legislation cuts these programs in the pursuit of
consolidating workforce and job-training programs, an integral feature

of Ryan’s proposed budget to reduce federal spending.

In light of high unemployment rates among people of color in general
and specifically for Latino and African American young people (19.2
percent and 25.8 percent, respectively),” it is particularly concerning
that the Romney-Ryan ticket would pursue and support policies that

reduce opportunities in employment, education, and training.

Taxes

Mitt Romney has not been forthcoming with concrete plans on jobs
or the economy. He has stated that he will repeal some of President
Obama’s tax cuts for working families, extend the Bush-era taxes, and
enact massive tax cuts benefitting high-income households. As figure

3 shows, under Romney’s plan 3.7 million Hispanic and 2.2 million
African American families would receive a tax increase from the loss of

tax credits from the child tax credit and the earned income tax credit.

FIGURE 3
Impact of Romney’s tax plans on African
Americans and Hispanic families

3.7 million

2.2 million

TAX CUT

L TAX INCREASEJ

603,000

W Hispanic families—including 8 million Hispanic children—
would receive a tax increase from the loss of tax credits
from the child tax credit and the earned income tax credit

B African American families—including 4.7 million African
American children—would receive a tax increase from the
loss of tax credits from the child tax credit and the earned
income tax credit

B Millionaires (100 percent) would receive a tax cut in 2015,
with the average tax cut for millionaires being $250,000

Source: “The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job
Creation Act of 2010: A Win for African American Families," available at http://www.
whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/101210-tax-relief-african-americans.pdf
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But millionaires would receive a tax cut averaging $250,000 in 2013. It’s important to note
that Gov. Romney has not specified what middle-class tax benefits he would eliminate
in order to pay for the tax breaks for the rich and thus these figures do not show the full

impact of the tax increases on working families resulting from Gov. Romney’s plan.

Unions

Unions bolster opportunities for all workers in our country, but unions and the benefits
they offer are especially important for communities of color.”” In 2008 people of color

made up 30 percent of union

membership.*® Unions provide
FIGURE 4

workers with collective leverage
Union wage premiums increase wages for workers

and competitive benefits, pro-
tecting workers of color from fall- Median weekly earnings, 2011

g further down the wage scale. B Members of unions B Represented by unions B Nonunions

As figure 4 shows, workers’ mean $1,000

weekly earnings across the board

are greater when they are union

N . 00
members; but this difference is 8

especially significant for African
Americans and Hispanics.” $600

Yet Gov. Romney has cast himself
$400

as one of the staunchest antiunion
candidates in recent history. He
has promised to undo President 5200

Obama’s union-friendly executive

orders while encouraging states

All workers Whites African Americans Hispanics Asian Americans

to adopt laws prohibiting union/

employer agreements Concerning Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Economic News Release, “Table 2. Median weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers by union
affiliation and selected characteristics”available at http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.t02.htm

union membership.

If elected president, the former governor of Massachusetts has vowed to promote a

robust antiunion agenda, including:*

* Supporting states pursuing so-called “right-to-work” laws, which undermine the
resources that help workers bargain for better wages and benefits

* Amending the National Labor Relations Act to guarantee secret ballots in union elec-
tions, a proposal that unions oppose

* Reversing an executive order from President Obama requiring federal agencies to use

union labor on some government projects
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Instead of offering solutions that will ensure that workers have good
jobs with decent wages, Gov. Romney proposes to undermine their
economic security by making it more difficult for workers to organize

in spite of the fact that unions are key to their economic mobility.

Housing

Communities of color were most affected by the implosion of our
housing market. The foreclosure rate in 2011 for Latinos and African
Americans was nearly double that of whites—11.9 percent for Latinos
and 9.8 percent for African Americans, compared to S percent for
whites. The foreclosure rate for Asians was 6.6 percent.’ (see figure

S) In addition, approximately 25 percent of all Latino and African-
American borrowers have lost their homes to foreclosure or are seri-
ously delinquent, compared to just under than 12 percent for white
borrowers. The same can be said about subprime loans where preda-
tory lending practices contributed to the high foreclosure rates among
people of color. African American and Latino borrowers are more
than twice as likely to get a subprime loan than whites. What’s more,
Asian borrowers are seven times more likely to receive a subprime
loan. (see figure 6) This type of financial discrimination made it harder
for people of color to pay their loans and thus contributed to the high

numbers of foreclosures in those communities.

Moreover, African Americans and Latinos pay 3 percent more than
white homebuyers for their homes, according to a study conducted by
the National Bureau of Economic Research that looked at 2 million
home sales in four cities.”? Further, the study found that the higher
prices were not tied to income, wealth, or credit rating, suggesting

discrimination may be a factor.

According to the Center for Responsible Lending, in addition to the
2.5 million foreclosures already completed, there are an estimated

5.7 million borrowers at imminent risk of foreclosure.”® Independent
analysts have projected that between 10 million and 13 million fore-
closures will have occurred by the time the housing crisis finally ends.
The Center for Responsible Lending further asserts that “as a share of
the population of homeowners as of 2006, we estimate that 17 percent
of Latino homeowners, 11 percent of African American homeowners,
and 7 percent of non-Hispanic white homeowners already have lost or

are at imminent risk of losing their home.”

FIGURE 5
Foreclosure rates by race and ethnicity

12% 11.9
10% 9.8
8%
6.6
0y
6% 5.1
4%
2%
0
African Hispanic Asian Non-Hispanic
American American whites

Debbie Gruenstein Bocian and others, “Foreclosures by Race and Ethnicity: The
Demographics of a Crisis”(Washington: Center for Responsible Lending, 2010),
available at http//www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-
analysis/foreclosures-by-race-and-ethnicity.pdf

FIGURE 6
Mortgage statistics for loans made
between 2004-2008

Number of borrowers who have lost their homes

1,500,000
1,500,000
1,200,000
900,000
635,000
600,000
397,000
o .
0
African Hispanic Asian
American borrower borrower
borrower

Liklihood that a borrower received a subprime loan

2.8x 7.1x
as often as often
as whites as whites
African American Hispanic
borrower

borrower Asian borrower

Sources: Debbie Gruenstein Bocian and others, “Lost Ground, 2011: Disparities

in Mortgage Lending and Foreclosures’ (Washington: Center for Responsible
Lending, 2011), available at http//www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lend-
ing/research-analysis/Lost-Ground-2011.pdf and Center for Responsible Lending,
“Foreclosure Damage Index;"available at http://www.responsiblelending.org/
mortgage-lending/tools-resources/foreclosure-damage-index.html

6 ROMNEY U |



And what is Gov. Romney’s answer to communities of color losing their homes in
unprecedented numbers? In an October 2011 interview Gov. Romney, speaking about
the housing crisis, stated, “Don’t try to stop the foreclosure process, let it run its course
and hit the bottom.” Gov. Romney doubled down on this position during a Republican
presidential debate on October 18, when he said that the right thing to do is to let the
markets work, while condemning the idea of the federal government interceding to help

families avoid foreclosure.3*

Gov. Romney has also promised to repeal the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act, a move that would eliminate the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau.* The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is key to protect-

ing consumers, particularly consumers of color, from the financial abuses of the past
because its mission is to enforce the laws regulating credit cards, mortgages, student
loans, payday loans, and other kinds of financial products and services. The Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau is also charged with enforcing federal fair-lending laws that

protect consumers from discriminatory lending practices.

Immigration

Mitt Romney has not only made it clear that he would do nothing to fix our dysfunc-
tional immigration system, he has even gone so far as call for a policy of “self-deporta-
tion” for undocumented immigrants. ** By “self-deportation,” he means that the federal
government would need to make life as miserable as possible for the undocumented
in an effort to drive them to leave the United States voluntarily. Consistent with that

agenda, Gov. Romney would support Arizona-style “papers please” laws in more states.”

Rep. Ryan, who this past April defended Gov. Romney’s extreme stance on immigra-
tion,* voted, in 2005, in favor of the infamous Sensenbrenner bill, the most anti-immi-
grant bill to pass the House in the history of our country. With his vote Ryan showed
support for turning every undocumented immigrant into a felon based solely on their

lack of legal status.*

And while Gov. Romney continues to dodge questions about whether or not he would
repeal the president’s June 15 announcement to grant deferred action to DREAM Act-
eligible youth,* he has been very clear on the fact that he would veto the DREAM Act if
itlanded on his desk.*' On this issue too, there is no daylight between the presumptive
Republican presidential nominee and his vice presidential pick. In December 2010 Rep.

Ryan voted against passage of the DREAM Act in the House of Representatives.*
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Social Security

Social Security is an essential program for low-income communities of color. Research
shows that people of color are more likely to rely on Social Security as their source of
income, primarily because these communities tend to be in lower-wage jobs that do not
offer retirement and or pension plans. Currently more than 25 percent of blacks and
Latinos rely on these benefits for more than 90 percent of their family income.” Among
beneficiaries aged 65 and older, Social Security represents 90 percent or more of income

for 25 percent of whites, 34 percent of blacks, and 33 percent of Hispanics.**

Given that families of color have also been hit disproportionately by the Great
Recession in terms of job loss and stagnating wages, there is less economic security in
these families—in fact, an estimated 9 out of 10 senior households of color do not have

enough economic security to sustain themselves throughout their projected lifetimes.*

Gov. Romney’s plan to raise the retirement age for Social Security eligibility would have
a disproportionately negative impact on Latinos and African Americans because Social
Security is the primary or only income source in retirement for these communities.*
African American and Latino workers as they age tend to be in worse health than their
white counterparts, tend to have lower life expectancies, and tend to have less retire-
ment wealth outside of Social Security. Raising the retirement age is an across-the-board
benefit cut that especially impacts communities of color who already disproportionately

depend on Social Security.

Medicare

Medicare is another essential program that has a large impact on the health of communi-
ties of color. In 2010, for instance, 23 percent of seniors of color relied on Medicare as

their only source of health care coverage.*’

Gov. Romney has proposed raising the eligibility age for Medicare, similar to his Social
Security proposal—starting in 2022 the age for Medicare eligibility would rise by

one month each year, which would shift costs to seniors. Some seniors who would no
longer be eligible for Medicare would pick up employer coverage, but would end up
paying more in premiums and cost sharing.** He has also proposed giving individuals
the option to stay on traditional Medicare or purchase health insurance from private

companies through vouchers.

The governor’s running mate has also proposed dismantling this important safety net for
communities of color. Under Rep. Ryan’s budget, tens of thousands of seniors could lose
their coverage in the next 10 years, and most of the remaining beneficiaries would see

their premiums increase.*
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Besides the above-mentioned problems of raising the eligibility age for certain com-
munities of color, converting Medicare into a voucher program would aggravate the
economic insecurity of seniors of color. For instance, studies show that more than one-
third of African American and Latino senior households (34 percent and 39 percent)
are financially at risk based on their current health expenses.*

Health care

As stated earlier, racial and ethnic disparities in health and health care in the United
States are persistent and well documented. Communities of color fare far worse than
their white counterparts across a range of health indicators—Ilife expectancy, infant
mortality, prevalence of chronic diseases, self-rated health status, insurance coverage,
and many others. And in 2010, 20.8 percent of African Americans and 30.7 percent of
Latinos did not have health insurance compared to 11.7 percent of whites. One in five
Asian Americans between the ages of 18 and 64 report having no health insurance or

being uninsured during some portion of the past year.*!

Yet Gov. Romney has promised to repeal the Affordable Care Act, which includes
numerous provisions that are explicitly intended to reduce health disparities and
improve the health of racially and ethnically diverse populations, including expanding

coverage to those who currently have no health insurance and providing financial assis-

tance to help those with lower incomes purchase coverage.” In addition, Obamacare has

already benefited more than a million young people of color by allowing them to access

health care through their parents’ insurance.

Another key feature of the Affordable Care Act is that it increases funding for commu-
nity health centers. Obamacare provides an additional $9.5 billion in operating costs
and $1.5 billion for new construction for community health centers. With this addi-
tional funding community health centers will be able to double the number of patients

they serve to up to 40 million annually by 2015.

FIGURE 7

by race and ethnicity

Services, 2012), available at http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2012/YoungAdultsbyGroup/ib.pdf

Asian
121,000
Non-Hispanic white Hispanic African American
1,468,000 913,000 509,000
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Estimated number of young adults (19-25) acquiring health insurance due to the Affordable Care Act,

American Indian/
Alaska Native

36,000
Other
53,000
3,100,000
3,000,000 3,500,000

Source: Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Report Shows Affordable Care Act Has Expanded Insurance Coverage Among Young Adults of All Races and Ethnicities (Department of Health and Human

9 ROMNEY U |


http://greenlining.org/resources/pdfs/TheEconomicCrisisFacingSeniorsofColor.pdf

Community health centers serve vulnerable populations such as low-income people,

the uninsured, migrant and seasonal farm workers, individuals and families experi-

encing homelessness, and people living in public
housing. In fact, more than two-thirds of the
patients who receive care at community health
centers are people of color. Community health
care centers also provide needed economic
activity in the communities they serve. Studies
demonstrate that increased funding to commu-
nity health centers creates additional economic
stimulus both within the center and beyond.
The nearly $2 billion investment from the stimu-
lus act, for example, generated $3.2 billion of
economic activity, and in 2009, health centers
generated approximately $20 billion in economic
activity for their local communities. By intent,
these health centers are located in lower-income,
medically underserved communities mostly in
rural and inner-city neighborhoods. In addition,
studies find these are the same areas with the
highest rates of unemployment and the highest
rates of the uninsured.*®

FIGURE 8
Community health centers are key to communities of color

Race/ethnicity of CHC patients compared to U.S. population, 2009

80 77—
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B CHC population
30 | U.S. population
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Hispanic African Asian/Pacific American White
American Islander Indian/Alaska
Native

Source: Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, Report Shows Affordable Care Act Has Expanded
Insurance Coverage Among Young Adults of All Races and Ethnicities (Department of Health and Human Services,
2012), available at http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2012/YoungAdultsbyGroup/ib.pdf

FIGURE 9

Pell Grants

There aren’t many other programs that are as vital as the federal Pell Grant program in
terms of opening the doors of higher education to students from low-income families.
It is a key rung in the ladder of opportunity and has been enormously successful in

leveling the playing field by providing access to higher education. As the following chart Native
shows, Pell Grants are especially important for Hispanic and African American students
who often come from low-income families, making the program key to their graduation

prospects, their future economic success, and U.S. competitiveness.

Pell Grant recipients
by race and ethnicity,
2007-2008

American  Native Hawaiian/
Indian/ Pacific Islander

Alaska 0.7%
Other Oneor

1.1% 0.4% more races

Hispanic

One standout feature of the Romney-endorsed Ryan budget is that it would deliver the 20.4%

biggest reductions to funding of Pell Grants in program history. It would cut the Pell
Grant program by $200 billion,** which could “ultimately knock more than 1 million
students oft” the program over the next 10 years and would reduce the number of low-

income students receiving bachelor’s degrees each year by as much as 61,000.>

African
American
23.7%

David S. Baime and Christopher M. Mullin,
“Promoting Education Opportunities”
(Washington: American Association of Community
Colleges, 2011), available at http://www.aacc.nche.
edu/Publications/Briefs/Documents/PolicyBrief_
Pell%20Grant.pdf

10 ROMNEY U |



Head Start

The Head Start program was created to promote school readiness for preschool chil-
dren. Today Head Start serves thousands of children of color. (See figure 10) According
to James Heckman, a Nobel Prize-winning economist, “Every dollar invested in Head
Start yields between $7 and $9 as the program’s alumni enter the work force and start

contributing to the economy.”s

While he was governor of Massachusetts, Romney cut funding for the Head Start pro-
gram: In 2005 he cut the state’s Head Start program by $1.3 million and the next year he
cut $1 million from the program.’’

The Romney-approved Ryan budget could cut programs like Head Start by 20 percent.>®
An analysis by the National Education Association®® estimated that close to 200,000
children would lose Head Start classroom slots by 2014 under the Ryan budget. More
alarmingly, over the next decade this would amount to 2 million children® who would
not be able to attend Head Start. According to the National Education Association the
numbers breakdown like this: Cuts to Head Start in fiscal year 2013 would cause the
loss of more than 61,000 slots for low-income children in the program and more than
22,000 jobs;*" and, in fiscal year 2014, the Romney-approved Ryan plan would cut an
additional $1.6 billion from Head Start resulting in the loss of more than 191,000 slots
for poor children and more than 79,000 jobs.®

Quality early-childhood education is a key predictor of a child’s future educational
achievement and emotional development. Slashing early childhood education is short-
sighted and will ultimately hinder the nation’s economic recovery and dim its long-term

economic prospects.

Conclusion

In spite of all of the evidence that points to the struggles communities of color are fac-
ing, both Romney and Ryan continue advocating for cuts to essential programs that are
a lifeline for communities of color. Meanwhile, Romney’s platform offers $2.24 trillion

in tax cuts for the top 1 percent of earners over 10 years.*

The 2012 election affords us the opportunity to make choices that will have long-term
impacts on our collective economic wellbeing. We need national leaders committed to
ensuring that the economic ladder ascending to the middle class remains sturdy and
available for the next generation of Americans. The economic plans of the Romney-
Ryan ticket fall far short of delivering that.

Vanessa Cdrdenas is Director for Progress 2050 Action at the Center for American Progress
Action Fund.

FIGURE 10
Who Head Start serves,
2009-2010
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Source: National Head Start Association, “Basic
Head Start Facts,"available at http://www.
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1D09-3519-ADED347C39FA16A4/Basic_Head_
Start_Facts_rev02212011.pdf

11 ROMNEY U |



Endnotes

“2012 NAACP Convention - Mitt Romney,"available at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VspxfjfQ6Zo (last accessed July
2012).

“Mitt Romney Outlines Education Plan at Latino Coali-
tion Economic Summit,”available at http://www.c-span.
org/Campaign2012/Events/Mitt-Romney-Outlines-
Education-Plan-at-Latino-Coalition-Economic-Sum-
mit/10737430913-2/

United States Census Bureau, “Most Children Younger Than
Age 1 are Minorities, Census Bureau Reports,” Press release,
May 17,2012, available at http://www.census.gov/news-
room/releases/archives/population/cb12-90.html

Ibid.

United States Census Bureau, “An Older and More Diverse
Nation by Midcentury,” Press release, August 14, 2012,
available at http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/
archives/population/cb08-123.html

Rep. Paul Ryan, “The Path to Prosperity, A Blueprint for
American Renewal” (2012)

Robert Greenstein, “Chairman Ryan Gets Nearly Two-Thirds
of His Huge Budget Cuts From Programs for Lower-Income
Americans” (Washington: Center on Budget and Policy Pri-

orities, 2012), available at http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.
cfm?fa=view&id=3451

Michael A. Memoli, “"Romney praises Ryan budget plan, draw-
ing fire from Obama campaign,’ The Los Angeles Times, March
20, 2012, available at http://articles.latimes.com/2012/mar/20/
news/la-pn-mitt-romney-obama-reaction-ryan-budget-
plan-20120320

Mitt Romney, “Believe in America, Mitt Romney’s Plan for
Jobs and Economic Growth” September 6, 2011, available
at http://www.mittromney.com/blogs/mitts-view/2011/09/
believe-america-mitt-romneys-plan-jobs-and-economic-
growth

ThinkProgress War Room, “Romney Economic Plan: Of The
1%, By The 1%, For The 1%, The Progress Report, November
4,2011, available at http://thinkprogress.org/progress-
report/romney-economic-plan-of-the-1-by-the-1-for-the-1/

Steven Pitts, “Research Brief: Black Workers and the Public
Sector” (University of California, Berkeley, 2011), available at
http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/blackworkers/blacks_pub-
lic_sector11.pdf

Robert I. Lerman and Stefanie R. Schmidt, “An Overview of
Economic, Social, and Demographic Trends Affecting the
US Labor Market,” (Washington: The Urban Institute, 1999)
available at http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/history/
herman/reports/futurework/conference/trends/trendsViII.
htm

Labor Council for Latin American Advancement “The Latino
Worker in the United States” (2011), available at http://www.
docstoc.com/docs/78269984/LCLAA-REPORT--The-Latino-
Worker-in-The-United-States-%282011%29

Greg Sargent, “Romney: We Don’'t Need ‘More Firemen,
More Policemen, More Teachers” Talking Points Memo, June
8,2012, available at http:/livewire.talkingpointsmemo.
com/entries/romney-we-dont-need-more-firemen-more-
policemen

Travis Waldron, “With Government Job Losses Slowing The
Recovery, Romney Promises To Lay Off Even More, "Think-
Progress, August 16,2011, available at http://thinkprogress.
org/economy/2011/08/16/296220/with-government-job-
losses-holding-back-recovery-romney-promises-to-slash-
even-more/

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Adam Hersh and Sarah Ayres, “New Ryan Budget Disinvests
in America House Republican Budget Proposes $871 Billion
in Investment Cuts” (Washington: Center for American Prog-
ress, March 20, 2012), available at http://www.american-
progress.org/issues/2012/03/budget_disinvestment.html/

Melissa Boteach and Katie Wright, “New Ryan Plan Would
Harm Our Most Vulnerable Citizens,” (Washington: Center
for American Progress, 2011), available at http://www.ameri-
canprogressaction.org/issues/2012/03/ryan_HIT.html

Donna Cooper, “Interactive Map: How Cuts in the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program Affect Your State”
(Washington: Center for American Progress, 2012), available
at http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2012/03/
snap_map.html/

Michael Linden, Seth Hanlon, Jennifer Erickson, Gadi.
Dechter, Adam Hersh, Karla Walter,“The Romney Economic
Agenda and Its Effect on the Middle Class and Growth”
(Washington: Center for American Progress, 2012), available
at http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/
romneyu_econ.html

Sam Drzymala, “Governor Romney’s Education Cuts Hurt
Massachusetts and His Agenda Would Make America Less
Competitive,” American Bridge, April 24, 2012 available at
http://www.americanbridgepac.org/2012/04/newsroom/
presidential/governor-romneys-education-cuts-hurt-
massachusetts-and-his-agenda-would-make-america-less-
competitive/

Fawn Johnson, “ Tomorrow'’s Workforce” National Journal,
June 1, 2012, available at http://www.nationaljournal.
com/issues/teaching-and-training-tomorrow-s-work-
force-20120531

Stephen Steigledger, “"Romney Job Training Plan Would Lack
Financing” (Washington: Center for American Progress Ac-
tion Fund, 2011), available at http://www.americanprogres-
saction.org/issues/2011/09/romney_job_plan.html

Reid Setzer and Rory O’Sullivanm, “House WIA Reauthoriza-
tion Bill Eliminates Youth Jobs and Training” Young Invin-
cibles, June 26, 2012, available at http://younginvincibles.
org/2012/06/house-wia-reauthorization-bill-eliminates-
youth-jobs-and-training/

Campaign for Youth, “Workforce Reauthorization Bill
Eliminates Youth Employment Programs,” available at http://
www.campaignforyouth.org/spotlight?id=0033

The Leadership Conference, “Don’t Dismantle Federal
Job-Training Programs: Vote against H.R. 4297," June 6,
2012, available at http://www.civilrights.org/advocacy/let-
ters/2012/dont-dismantle-federal.html

Young Invincibles and Campaign for Youth, “House WIA
Reauthorization Bill Eliminates Youth Jobs and Training”
(2012), available at http://younginvincibles.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/06/HR-4297-WIA-Fact-Sheet-6.25.123.pdf

Folayemi Agbede, “The Importance of Unions for Workers
of Color” (Washington: Center for American Progress,

2011, available at http://www.americanprogress.org/is-
sues/2011/04/importance_unions.html

John Schmitt and Kris Warner, “The Changing Face of Labor,
1983-2008" (Washington: Center for Economic and Policy
Research, 2009), available at http://www.cepr.net/index.
php/publications/reports/changing-face-of-labor/

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Table 2. Median weekly earn-
ings of full-time wage and salary workers by union affilia-
tion and selected characteristics,” Economic News Release,
available at: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.t02.
htm

12 ROMNEY U |


http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/LindenMichael.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/HanlonSeth.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/EricksonJennifer.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/DechterGadi.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/DechterGadi.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/HershAdam.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/experts/WalterKarla.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/romneyu_econ.html
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/romneyu_econ.html

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

Steven Thomma, “Romney targets labor unions, which
could be risky come fall” McClatchy Newspapers, Febru-
ary 16, 2012, available at http://www.mcclatchydc.
com/2012/02/16/139121/romney-targets-labor-unions-
which.html#storylink=cpy#storylink=cpy

Debbie Gruenstein Bocian and others, “Lost Ground, 2011:
Disparities in Mortgage Lending and Foreclosures” (Wash-
ington, Center for Responsible Lending, 2011), available at
http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/
research-analysis/Lost-Ground-2011.pdf

Patrick Bayer and others “Price Discrimination in the
Housing Market” Working Paper 18069 (National Bureau of
Economic Research, 2012).

Debbie Gruenstein Bocian, Wei Li, and Keith S. Ernst,
“Foreclosures by Race and Ethnicity: The Demographics of a
Crisis” (Washington: Center for Responsible Lending, 2010)

Clive Crook, “Romney and Foreclosures: ‘Let the Market
Work,"The Atlantic, October 19, 2011, available at http://
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2011/10/romney-
and-foreclosures-let-the-market-work/247033/.

Tanya Somanader,“ Romney: I'd Like to Repeal Wall Street
Reform”ThinkProgress, August 25, 2011, available at http://
thinkprogress.org/economy/2011/08/25/303967/romney-
dodd-frank-repeal/; Consumer Financial Protection Bureau,
“Restoring Trust in the Mortgage Market” (2012) available
at http:/files.consumerfinance.gov/f/201207_cfpb_fact-
sheet_restoring-trust-in-the-mortgage-market.pdf

Travis Waldron, “Romney’s Immigration Reform: Force ‘Self-
Deportation’ By Making Immigrants’ Lives Miserable, Think-
Progress, January 23, 2012, available at http://thinkprogress.
org/justice/2012/01/23/409887/romneys-immigrationreform-
force-self-deportation-by-making-immigrants-livesmiserable/.

CNN, “Full Transcript of CNN Arizona Republican Presidential
Debate,” February 22, 2012, available at http://transcripts.
cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1202/22/se.05.html.

Matthew Jaffe “Ryan Defends Romney on Immigration Re-
cord,” ABC News, April 4, 2012, available at http://abcnews.
go.com/blogs/politics/2012/04/ryan-defends-romney-on-
immigration-record/.

H.R. 4437 Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and lllegal Immi-
gration Control Act of 2005 http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
query/z2c109:hr4437.eh:.

“Romney Repeatedly Refuses to Say Whether He Would
Undo New Obama Immigration Policy," ThinkProgress,

June 17,2012, available at http://thinkprogress.org/jus-
tice/2012/06/17/501004/romney-repeatedly-refuses-to-say-
whether-he-wouldundo-new-obama-immigration-policy/.

Joshua Dorner, “News Flash: BREAKING: Mitt Romney
Promises to Veto DREAM Act if Elected, ThinkProgress,
December 31, 2011, available at http://thinkprogress.org/
politics/2011/12/31/396087/breaking-mitt-romney-prom-

isesto-veto-dream-act-if-elected/.

“House Vote 625," available at http://politics.nytimes.com/
congress/votes/111/house/2/625.

Julie Ajinkya, “How Deficit Reduction Proposals Would
Affect Communities of Color” (Washington: Center for
American Progress, 2011), available at http://www.ameri-
canprogress.org/issues/2011/10/deficit_reduction.html; Fer-
nando Torres-Gil, Robert Greenstein, and David Kamin,”“ The
Importance Of Social Security To The Hispanic Community”
(Washington: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2005),
available at http://www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=436

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “Policy Basics: Top
Ten Facts about Social Security on the Program’s 75th An-
niversary” (2010), available at http://www.cbpp.org/cms/
index.cfm?fa=view&id=3261

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

Maya M. Rockeymoore and Meizhu Lui, “Plan for a New
Future: The Impact of Social Security Reform on People

of Color” (Washington: Commission to Modernize Social
Security, 2011) available at: https://docs.google.com/
viewer?a=v&g=cache: MxVojGlZal):www.insightcced.org/
New_Future_Social_Security Commission_Report_Final.
pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgO-
kPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BAZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWIZI
D1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjeaqrOx5ZY WaxKuxrrsIP-
VfDFVvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRKTVRIZr
<5LwX91K8VOrUNTbv-tQ&pli=1

lan Millhiser,"Romney Defends Raising Retirement Age To
Protect Corporate Tax Breaks: ‘Corporations Are People, My
Friend,” ThinkProgress, August 11, 2011, available at http://
thinkprogress.org/justice/2011/08/11/293843/romney-
defends-raising-retirement-age-to-protect-corporate-
tax-breaks-corporations-are-people/; Christian E. Weller,
“Raising the Retirement Age for Social Security:Implications
for Low Wage, Minority, and Female Workers” (Washington:
Center for American Progress, 2005), available at http://
www.americanprogress.org/kf/retirement_age.pdf

The Henry Kaiser Family Foundation, “Medicare,”
available at: http://statehealthfacts.org/comparecat.
jsp?cat=6&rgn=68&rgn=1

Topher Spiro, “The Truth About Gov. Romney’s Medicare
and Medicaid ‘Reforms” (Washington: Center for American
Progress, 2012), available at http://www.americanprogres-
saction.org/issues/2012/07/pdf/romney medicare medic-
aid.pdf.

Ibid.

Jacob Dumez and Henoch Derbew, “The Economic Crisis
Facing Seniors of Color," The Greenlining Institute” (2011),
available at: http://greenlining.org/resources/pdfs/TheEco-
nomicCrisisFacingSeniorsofColor.pdf

Asian American Health Initiative, “Who are Asian Ameri-
cans?”(2005), available at http://www.aahiinfo.org/english/
asianAmericans.php

Lesley Russell, “How Health Care Reform Benefits People

of Color” (Washington: Center for American Progress,
2011), available at http://www.americanprogress.org/is-
sues/2011/01/war_minorities.html; Joint Center for Political
and Economic Studies, “Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act of 2010: Advancing Health Equity for Racially and
Ethnically Diverse Populations” (2010), available at http://
www.jointcenter.org/hpi/sites/all/files/PatientProtection_
PREP_0.pdf

Ellen-Marie Whelan, “The Importance of Community Health
Centers” (Washington, Center for American Progress) http:/
www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/08/community
health_centers.html/

Joy Resmovits, “Pell Grants For Poor Students Lose $170 Bil-
lion In Ryan Budget,” Huffington Post, March 27, 2012, avail-

able at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/27/pell-
grants-paul-ryan-budget n 1383178.html?ref=education

Mark Kantrowitz, “Congress Proposes 15% Cut in Pell Grant
Funding,” Huffington Post Blog, February 13,2011, avail-
able at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-kantrowitz/
congress-proposes-15-cut-_b_822653.html

National Head Start Association, “Head Start’s Return on
Investment,” available at http://www.nhsa.org/files/stat-
ic_page_files/0610CCDD-1D09-3519-ADAF419AF96C38E0/
Head_Start_Return_On_Investment_Brief_LAS-yv.pdf

Sam Drzymala,’Bridge Briefing: Mitt Romney & K-12 Educa-
tion,” American Bridge PAC, May 23, 2012 available athttp://
www.americanbridgepac.org/2012/05/wire/research/
bridge-briefing-mitt-romney-k-12-education/

Diana Epstein, “Shortsighted Education Cuts in New Ryan
Budget a Giant Step Backward” (Washington: Center for
American Progress, 2012) available at http://www.american-
progress.org/issues/2012/03/ryan_budget_education.html

13 ROMNEY U |


http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-analysis/Lost-Ground-2011.pdf
http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-analysis/Lost-Ground-2011.pdf
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/01/23/409887/romneys-immigrationreformforce-self-deportation-by-making-immigrants-livesmiserable/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/01/23/409887/romneys-immigrationreformforce-self-deportation-by-making-immigrants-livesmiserable/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/01/23/409887/romneys-immigrationreformforce-self-deportation-by-making-immigrants-livesmiserable/
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1202/22/se.05.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1202/22/se.05.html
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/04/ryan-defends-romney-on-immigration-record/
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/04/ryan-defends-romney-on-immigration-record/
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/04/ryan-defends-romney-on-immigration-record/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:hr4437.eh:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:hr4437.eh:
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/06/17/501004/romney-repeatedly-refuses-to-say-whether-he-wouldundo-new-obama-immigration-policy/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/06/17/501004/romney-repeatedly-refuses-to-say-whether-he-wouldundo-new-obama-immigration-policy/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/06/17/501004/romney-repeatedly-refuses-to-say-whether-he-wouldundo-new-obama-immigration-policy/
http://thinkprogress.org/politics/2011/12/31/396087/breaking-mitt-romney-promisesto-veto-dream-act-if-elected/
http://thinkprogress.org/politics/2011/12/31/396087/breaking-mitt-romney-promisesto-veto-dream-act-if-elected/
http://thinkprogress.org/politics/2011/12/31/396087/breaking-mitt-romney-promisesto-veto-dream-act-if-elected/
http://politics.nytimes.com/congress/votes/111/house/2/625
http://politics.nytimes.com/congress/votes/111/house/2/625
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:_MxVojGlZaIJ:www.insightcced.org/New_Future_Social_Security_Commission_Report_Final.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiZsZ0ybgOkPPigcifC6dWjwERj2BdZX55ZxVZsAiYq4DZ38R3uZX-JPWlZlD1w5N-9HHHpe9RYXmv4odUTrncjegqr0x5ZYW4xKuxrrslP-VfDFvWwZgGe4DGoOU4kAHkHdheM&sig=AHIEtbRkTVRlZrc5LwX91K8V0rUNTbv-tQ&pli=1
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/pdf/romney_medicare_medicaid.pdf
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/pdf/romney_medicare_medicaid.pdf
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2012/07/pdf/romney_medicare_medicaid.pdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/08/community_health_centers.html/
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/08/community_health_centers.html/
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/08/community_health_centers.html/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/27/pell-grants-paul-ryan-budget_n_1383178.html?ref=education
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/27/pell-grants-paul-ryan-budget_n_1383178.html?ref=education

59

60

61

National Education Association, “House FY 2013 Budget 62
Resolution” (2012), available at http://www.nea.org/assets/
docs/Impact_of_Ryan_Budget_on_Head_Start_by_State.

pdf

Joy Resmovits and Saki Knafo, “Ryan Budget: Early Educa- 63

tion Cuts Would Pull More Than Two Million Kids From
Public Preschool,” Huffington Post, March 29, 2012, available
at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/29/ryan-bud-
get-early-education_n_1389239.html

National Education Association, “Letter to the House Oppos-
ing the Ryan Budget,”March 27, 2012, available at http://
www.nea.org/home/51321.htm

National Education Association, “House FY 2013 Budget
Resolution” (2012), available at http://www.nea.org/assets/
docs/Impact_of_Ryan_Budget_on_Head_Start_by_State.
pdf

Melissa Boteach, “The Real Ingredients in Class Warfare”
(Washington: Center for American Progress Action Fund,
2012), available at http://www.americanprogressaction.org/
issues/2012/01/romney_class_warfare.html

14 ROMNEY U |



