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Just print this page and cut on the dotted
lines. Then, fold on the solid middle line to create your own
Social Security pocket card.  

Make Your Own!

Progressive Prescriptions for a Healthy America
Questions and Answers  

Just the facts you need to  
understand the health care crisis.

Who Are the Uninsured? 

The uninsured defy stereotyping. However, there are some identifiable trends. The uninsured are:
Increasing in number:

- Since 2000, the number of uninsured rose by 5 million, to 45 million or nearly 16% 
of all  Americans.

- There are now more uninsured Americans than the total population of Canada or 
people living worldwide with AIDs; the uninsured rate is three times higher than the 
unemployment rate.

- Actually, Medicaid prevented an even greater growth in the number of uninsured during the 
economic downturn, as its enrollment swelled by nearly 6 millioni from 2000 to 2003.

From Working Families:
- Over 26 million workers are uninsured.
- 70% of the uninsured come from a family with at least one full-time worker.

Predominantly low-income:
- Over a third of the poor and nearly a third of the near-poor (100-199% of poverty) lack health  

insurance coverage. 
- Two-thirds (65%) of the uninsured in 2003 came from low-income families.
- Of the 5.4 million more uninsured adults since 2000, three-quarters have low incomes.

Disproportionately minority:
- Minorities make up one-third (34%) of the nonelderly population but over half (52%) of the 

uninsured.
Adults

- The majority of the uninsured (80%) are adults.
Chronicaly uninsured

- The majority of the uninsured adults (59%) have gone without coverage for a period of at     
least two years.

Why Are They Uninsured?

Costs are rising
- In 2004, the cost of employer-based health benefits grew five times faster than wages. 
- From 2000 to 2004, the family share of such coverage increased by over 60 percent. 
- By 2006 the average family health insurance premium will exceed $14,500; premium costs 

will have increased by more than $5,000 in just three years. 

Progressive Prescriptions for a Healthy America
Questions and Answers  

Just the facts you need to  
understand the health care crisis.

Why Are They Uninsured? (continued)

Affordable options are disappearing
- Employer-sponsored health insurance has decreased markedly-covering 66 percent of 
the nonelderly in 2000, but only 62 percent by 2003 

- In 2004, at least five million fewer jobs provided health insurance than in 2001.  
- Fewer small firms offer health insurance.  In 2004, 63% of all small firms offered health 

benefits to their workers, down from 68% in 2001. 

Health Insurance Matters.

Uninsured people tend to have worse health outcomes due to delayed and sometimes denied
care, and different treatment once in the system. For example:
Leads to better health outcomes

- Uninsured persons with traumatic injuries are less likely to be admitted to the hospital, 
receive fewer services if they are admitted, and are more likely to die than insured trauma 
patients. 

- In 2003, nearly half of uninsured adults postponed seeking medical care, and over a third 
say they needed but did not get care in the past year.   

Saves lives
- The Institute of Medicine estimates that lack of health insurance causes 18,000 

unnecessary deaths each year in the United States. 
- Areduction in mortality of 5% to 15% could be achieved if the uninsured were to gain 

continuous health coverage.  
- Having health insurance reduces mortality in HIV-infected adults by 71 to 85 percent over a 

six-month period. 
- Uninsured women with breast cancer have a 30 to 50% higher risk of dying than women 

with private health insurance. 
Makes health care more affordable

- Lack of insurance can have a substantial financial impact: over a third of the uninsured 
have a serious problem paying medical bills, and nearly a quarter are contacted by 
collection agencies for medical bills. 

- Medical costs cause about half of all personal bankruptcies. 
- Uninsured individuals receive $41 billion in "uncompensated" care.  These costs are borne 

by everyone, in the form of higher premiums for those who are insured and higher taxpayer 
costs.  

There is a better way.To meet our nation's health care needs, the Center for American
Progress proposes a bold but practical approach to guaranteeing an American right to 
affordable, quality health coverage. To learn more, visit www.americanprogress.org/healthplan.


