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The principle of “one person, one vote” requires states to redraw their election districts
every 10 years in order to account for changes in population.1 In most states, legislators
can manipulate district boundaries to benefit their own political party.2 This manipulation, called gerrymandering, weakens voters’ ability to affect election outcomes and
exercise accountability over government. Distorted election districts lead to skewed
representation and legislators who are less responsive to the will of the voters.
In 2012, 54 percent of Michigan voters cast their ballots for Democratic candidates
for the Michigan House of Representatives, but Republicans still ended up with eight
more seats than Democrats.3 The next election, which occurred in 2014, saw Republican
House candidates again lose the total statewide vote but pick up several more seats.4
This gerrymandered Republican majority has defied the will of Michigan voters, with
tragic consequences.
• Safe drinking water: In 2012, voters overturned the state’s emergency manager law,
which allowed the state to take over local governments that it decided faced a fiscal
emergency.5 But the Legislature passed a new version of the law.6 Gov. Rick Snyder
(R) appointed emergency managers to take over the local government of Flint,
Michigan.7 In 2014, these managers switched the source of the city’s water, leading to
widespread lead poisoning and an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease.8 Toxic levels of
lead poisoned children throughout the city.9
• Tax fairness: The Legislature did not approve a bill that would have given voters the
chance to replace the state’s flat income tax with a progressive tax that would lower
rates for lower-income taxpayers and raise rates on the wealthy—a move supported by
two-thirds of voters, according to a 2015 poll.10
• Civil rights: A 2013 poll found that the vast majority of Michiganders support adoption rights for same-sex couples, and more than 75 percent support laws banning
discrimination against LGBT people.11 However, in 2015, the state Legislature passed
a law that allows adoption agencies to discriminate against same-sex couples in the
name of religious freedom.12
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FIGURE 6

Distorted districts in Michigan
Half of voters chose Republican candidates for the Michigan House
of Representatives in 2016, but the GOP secured 58 percent of the seats
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Sources: Ballotpedia, "Michigan House of Representatives elections, 2016," available at https://ballotpedia.org/Michigan_House_of_Representatives_elections,_2016 (last accessed September 2017); David Lieb and Meghan Hoyer, "Redrawing America:
an Efficiency Gap Analysis" (New York: Associated Press, 2017), available at http://data.ap.org/projects/2017/efficiency-gap/.
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