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President Donald Trump’s shutdown of the federal government over demands for billions of dollars in new border wall funding is already having profound consequences
for hundreds of thousands of working Americans and a wide range of vital services.
And each day the impasse continues, as funding dries up and more agencies exhaust
emergency measures, these harmful effects will only be exacerbated.
Although the new Democratic House majority passed legislation to reopen the government, the president has continued to stall negotiations.1 To enable the stalemate,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and other Republican senators
reversed their earlier opposition to the shutdown just days after the chamber unanimously passed a similar deal.
Due to Trump’s shutdown, an estimated 15,700 federal employees in Colorado are
furloughed or working without pay.2 Below is a breakdown of affected federal employees and agencies in the state.
“‘There are a lot of people in my office who live paycheck to paycheck,’ said Britta
Copt, who works in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s safe drinking water
enforcement unit in Denver. ‘It’s frustrating to be in this situation constantly. It gets
really old.’” –The Denver Post, December 27, 20183

U.S. Department of the Interior: 6,500 employees
In Colorado, an estimated 6,500 Interior Department employees, including those
working for the following agencies, are furloughed or working without pay.
• The National Park Service supports the state’s 16 national parks, monuments, and trails.
The shutdown is estimated to cost Colorado’s outdoor economy $1.9 million per day.4
• The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages 8.3 million acres of public lands
and 27 million acres of federal mineral estate in Colorado. More than 23,500
Colorado jobs are connected to activities on BLM’s public lands.5
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• The Bureau of Reclamation is the nation’s largest wholesale water supplier and
second-largest hydropower producer.
• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regional office is responsible for federal
conservation in eight states.6
• The U.S. Geological Survey manages the earthquake early warning system based
at the National Earthquake Information Center in Golden, Colorado.7

U.S. Department of Agriculture: 3,600 employees
In Colorado, an estimated 3,600 Department of Agriculture employees, including
those working for the following agencies, are furloughed or working without pay.8
• The Food Safety and Inspection Service prevents foodborne illness by ensuring that
meat, poultry, and egg products produced in Colorado are safe and accurately labeled.
• The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service defends the state’s agricultural
resources from pests and diseases.
• The Office of Rural Development offers loans and grants to help create jobs and
support economic development in rural communities.
• The Farm Service Agency office in Denver and 60 local offices across the state
facilitate new assistance programs under the farm bill, which is particularly
critical due to the recent hemp legalization.
• The Forest Service protects and manages the state’s forests and grasslands.
• The Agricultural Research Service and the National Agricultural Statistics Service’s
Mountain Regional Field Office collect detailed agricultural production data in

six states.

Additional agencies
The Trump shutdown is also harming the following workers and agencies:
• An estimated 1,100 Federal Aviation Administration and Transportation Security
Administration employees at the state’s nine commercial airports
• An estimated 1,000 employees at federal laboratories, including the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration
• An estimated 500 Federal Bureau of Prisons employees at Colorado’s six federal
prisons and correctional institutions
“‘We can’t call our mortgage company and say ‘Hey, sorry the government shut down
so I’m not paying you either,’ [Chris] Janssen said. Their message to lawmakers who
are using their livelihood as a bargaining chip is simple. They want an agreement to
be reached as soon as possible.’” –CBS4 Denver, December 27, 20189
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If the partial government shutdown continues, tax filing season could be more difficult for Colorado families and small businesses. Because IRS offices are closed and
the agency is operating with a skeletal staff, taxpayers and preparers may have trouble
accessing needed guidance.10 Last year, the agency processed 6.1 million refunds
within the first week of filing season in January.11
Moreover, Colorado’s 600,000 small businesses are unable to receive guaranteed
loans and technical assistance from the Small Business Administration state office in
Denver.
“Kelly Dodge has a case of shutdown anxiety. She is a project manager at a Colorado
tech firm that produces software for the federal government, and none of her coders
are getting paid … ‘It’s hard to find people who can do this work … I have a highly
motivated and exceptional team that really cares … But they feel disrespected.” –The
Washington Post, January 3, 201912
Ironically, due to Trump’s temper tantrum for the sake of so-called border security, the
state’s immigration court in Denver is now closed, stalling lawful asylum proceedings
in an already backlogged system.13
Saharra Griffin is a special assistant at the Center for American Progress.
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