
Letter to President Trump from Public Health Experts and Professionals  
on ACA Repeal

Dear President Trump,

This week your administration will file a brief in California v. Texas in support of overturning the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Department of Justice is aiding this lawsuit – which several conservative 
legal scholars, who support ACA repeal, believe is baseless – at your personal direction. We write as pub-
lic health experts and professionals who are gravely concerned about the effects this lawsuit would have, 
if successful, during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, still on the rise in many states across the US, 
making prospects for control of the pandemic unlikely in the short-term.

An estimated 20 million people would lose coverage if the ACA is repealed by legislation or overturned 
by court order. However, in the last few months, millions more Americans have lost their jobs and 
employer coverage, and many of these people are now eligible for ACA coverage and can rely on this 
critical safety net.

This health coverage is even more vital during a pandemic. To slow spread of the virus, it is essential that 
people who may have been exposed to SARS-CoV2 get tested promptly, self-isolate and seek medical 
attention if symptoms worsen. If individuals who are uninsured believe that they will incur significant 
financial costs by engaging with their health care professionals, they may delay or forgo testing for the 
virus for themselves and their families, as well as needed medical care if they get seriously ill. It doesn’t 
matter if the federal government covers the costs of testing—many news reports have been widely cir-
culated about the unexpected bills uninsured individuals have received for medical care associated with 
COVID-19. Thus, being uninsured is a disincentive to seek testing and care, working against our collec-
tive efforts to combat this pandemic.

Many people who develop COVID-19 require intensive and long-term medical care. This is true for the 
most serious cases in the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions, who may suffer lung 
scarring, heart damage, and neurological and mental health effects, even after recovery from acute ill-
ness. However, those experiencing milder forms of the disease may also have protracted, major health 
consequences. All of these individuals, numbering in the hundreds of thousands now, will require expert 
medical care and those who are uninsured will again be dissuaded from seeking the care they need or 
facing financial ruin if they take the steps to ensure their long-term health and wellness. Being uninsured 
in this context may make the difference between life and death, not just in the short-term but for years as 
the lingering effects of SARS-CoV2 continue in our communities.

Front-line essential workers have been the heroes of the pandemic, putting their lives on the line to allow 
the basic necessities of life to continue for the rest of us. From nursing homes to supermarkets, from 
drug stores to online retail warehouses, these people have been working through the pandemic to ensure 
all Americans have access to vital services we require and they deserve our support now. The ACA has 
covered millions of people who would not otherwise have insurance; importantly, it has provided cover-
age to many essential workers who are not covered by their employer. If the Supreme Court effectively 
overturns the ACA with your assistance, imperiling the health insurance of the millions who have risked 
their lives for the rest of us during this pandemic, it will be a cruel thanks for their sacrifice.



You have stated that “We want to terminate health care under Obamacare.” This would strip health cover-
age from millions of people in the midst of a once-in-a-century pandemic, driving people away from the 
health care and public health systems that are key to containing SARS-CoV2. Should you succeed, it will 
mean that fewer people will get tested, more will spread the virus; those who get sick will have to choose 
between their health and financial ruin; and more people will die.

We the undersigned therefore respectfully request that you instruct the Department of Justice to reverse 
its position and defend the ACA in California v. Texas.

Sincerely,
Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD 
Professor of the Practice in Health Policy and 
Management, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health (institutional affiliation listed for 
identification purposes only)

Leana Wen, MD, MSc 
Visiting Professor of Health Policy and Management, 
George Washington University Milken Institute 
School of Public Health

Jennifer Nuzzo
Associate Professor, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health

Dr. Zeke Emanuel 
Vice Provost for Global Initiatives and Chair of 
Department of Medical Ethics and Health Policy, 
University of Pennsylvania

Harlan Krumholz 
Harold H. Hines Jr Professor of Medicine, Yale 
University

Jeffrey Levi 
Professor of Health Policy and Management, George 
Washington University
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Professor and Chair, Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health

Vivek Murthy, MD
Former Surgeon General

David Kessler
Former FDA Commissioner

Mari Armstrong-Hough
Assistant Professor of Public Health, New York 
University

Jesus Casas, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, University of California, Santa 
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Lindsay Cloud, JD
Director, Policy Surveillance Program, Center for 
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Beasley School of Law

Linda Cushman
Associate Dean and Professor, Columbia University 
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Mahalia Desruisseaux 
Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, Yale Uni-
versity School of Medicine

Lynn Freedman
Professor, Columbia University Mailman School of 
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Assistant Professor of Clinical Public Health, Yale 
School of Public Health
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Associate Professor, University of Minnesota School 
of Public Health

Gregg Gonsalves 
Assistant Professor, Yale School of Public Health 

Cary Gross 
Professor of Medicine, Yale School of Medicine

Sarah Hexem Hubbarb
Executive Director, National Nurse-Led Care 
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Peter Jacobson 
Professor Emeritus of Health Law and Policy, Univer-
sity of Michigan School of Public Health

George Kaplan 
Professor of Epidemiology Emeritus, University of 
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Barbara L. Kornblau
Executive Director, Coalition for Disability Health 
Equity
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Professor Emerita, Stanford University School of 
Medicine
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Carlos Mendes de Leon
Professor of Epidemiology, University of Michigan
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Professor Emeritus, University of Michigan
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Marie O’Neill
Professor, University of Michigan School of Public 
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Executive Director, California Physicians Alliance 
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Professor of Medicine, Yale School of Medicine
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Public Health
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Jennifer Hirsch
Professor and Deputy Chair for Doctoral Stud-
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University
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American Psychological Association
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Dr. LD Roncalli
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UC Davis School of Medicine
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Postdoctoral Researcher & Adjunct Lecturer, Univer-
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Dr. Kaia Barth
Doctors for America, Washington State

Dr. Kambria Beck Holder
Kaiser Permanente

Dr. Rachel Berkowitz
University of California, Berkeley
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Barbara Berney
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Eva Bilderbeck
Certified Nurse Midwife, Kaiser Permanente

Dr. Elizabeth Bradshaw
The Wright Institute

Dr. Jessica Breland
Clinical Psychologist

Deanna Canales
Health Educator

Isabel Chen
Physician, Kaiser Permanente

Marie Coignet
Epidemiologist

Cynthia Colvin
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Dr. Brandon Cortez
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Dr. Peter Klein
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Professor, UCSF

Jennifer Lin-Nguyen, MD
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Julissa López, MD
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Clinical Associate Professor, Stanford Univ School of 
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Dr. Ellicott Matthay
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Dr. Ann Mayo
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Leigh Messinides
Clinical Psychologist, Div 48 of American Psychologi-
cal Association

Jeffery Mio
Professor of Psychology, California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona

Cindy Mitchell, PhD
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Association

Connie Moreno
Nurse Practitioner, West County Health Centers

Dr. Paula Nguyen
Health Professionals for Equality and Community 
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Consultant

Dr. Janet Perlman
University of California, San Francisco

Barbara Petterson
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, CAMFT

Jill Pixley
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, LMFT
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Psychotherapist, Association for Psychoanalysis in 
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David Schneider
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Dr. John Henry Ignatiev
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Merritt Juliano, JD, LCSW
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Dr. Kathleen Fagan
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CEO, Ark Refuge Ministries

Natasha Mann
Sr. Clinical Trials Regulatory Specialist, Emory 
University

Christine Mason, PhD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, WellStar Health 
System
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Heather Schulien, LCSW

Dr. Monika Sharma
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Rael Slavensky, MA, MPH, MSN (ret.)

Bradley Small
Clinical Psychologist, Bradley G. Small, Psy. D., P.C.
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Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Alexis Ladd
Manager, Cambridge Health Alliance

Hannah Leslie
Research Associate, Harvard TH Chan School of 
Public Health
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Dr. Katherine Miller
Harvard Medical School
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