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Weak laws make Arkansas a favorite state for gun traffickers to purchase guns.
• In 2009 Arkansas’s “crime gun exports”—guns later recovered in crimes in other 

states that were originally sold in Arkansas—were exported from the state at a 
rate of 89 percent higher than the national average and 11th-highest among all 
50 states.9

Polls show Arkansas residents strongly support common-sense gun-violence 

prevention measures.
• Arkansas residents overwhelmingly support universal background checks: 84 

percent of residents want “every gun buyer to pass a background check.”10
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Arizona’s gun death rate is 40 percent higher than the national average.
• Arizona is the 11th-worst state for gun deaths: There were 14.6 gun deaths for 

every 100,000 people in the state in 2010. That’s 40 percent higher than the 
national average of 10.3 gun deaths for every 100,000 people.1

Somebody is murdered by a gun in Arizona almost every day.
• In Arizona there were 271 gun homicides in 2010.2

• From 2001 through 2010, 3,303 people were murdered by guns in Arizona. That 
number is almost double all U.S. combat deaths in the Afghanistan war.3

Women are more at risk of being killed by a gun in a domestic dispute in Arizona 

than almost anywhere else in the country.
• Arizona had the eighth-highest rate of women killed by men, many of which 

were committed with a firearm.4 It had the 13th-highest gun homicide rate for 
women in the country.5

Arizona has received abysmal gun safety ratings. Weak gun laws put Arizonans at 

risk.
• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gave Arizona an “F,” ranking it 49th 

out of 50 states.6

• The Daily Beast listed Arizona as the second “deadliest gun state” in the United 
States in 2011 because of its combination of permissive gun laws and a high rate 
of gun deaths.7

Weak laws make Arizona a favorite source state for gun traffickers.
• Arizona had the 13th-highest rate of crime gun exports in 2009, a marker of 

illegal trafficking. Arizona supplied guns to out-of-state criminals at a rate of 75 
percent above than the national average.8
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Polls show Arizonans strongly support common-sense gun-violence prevention 

measures.
• Arizonans overwhelmingly support universal background checks: 90 percent of 

residents want “every gun buyer to pass a background check.”9

Stories help dispel some common myths surrounding gun-violence prevention:
• Reality check: “The only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.” 

In the Tucson shooting where Jared Loughner shot and killed six people, an armed 
civilian almost shot the bystander who tackled and disarmed Loughner.10

• Background checks and up-to-date mental health databases are critical: Gracie 
Verduzco had been involuntarily committed to mental hospitals three times by 
judges in Arizona and the District of Columbia for having threatened then-
President Bill Clinton. Because records were not submitted, Verduzco was able 
to purchase a .38-caliber revolver at a gun shop that she used shoot and kill one 
victim and injure four others at a Tucson-area post office.11
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Georgia has some of the worst rates of gun crime in the nation.
• In 2011 Georgia had the third-highest rate of robberies with a firearm in the 

nation: 72.5 robberies per 100,000 people. That is almost double the national 
average of 37.2 robberies per 100,000 people.1

• Georgia had the 13th-highest rate of aggravated assaults with a firearm in 2011,2 
and its gun-murder rate is 27 percent above the national average.3 

The number of Georgia residents who have been victims of gun violence is 

staggering. 
• From 2001 through 2010, 11,591 people were killed by guns in Georgia. By 

comparison, that is more than two times the number of U.S. combat deaths in 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars combined.4

• In 2010 there was a gun murder every 20 hours on average in the state.5  

Women and children are not immune to these high rates of gun violence.
• In Georgia 77 children ages 0–18 were killed by guns in 2010 alone.6

• Women in Georgia are at an increased risk of domestic violence due to the 
prevalence of gun violence: In 2010 the state ranked 10th overall in the rate of 
women killed by men, many of which are committed with a firearm.7

Georgia has poor gun-safety measures.
• The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence gave Georgia 8 out of a possible 

100 points on its 2011 scorecard.8

• The Daily Beast listed Georgia as the 16th “deadliest gun state” in the country 
because of its combination of permissive gun laws and high rate of gun deaths.9

Weak gun laws make Georgia a favorite state for gun traffickers to purchase guns.
• Georgia has one of the highest rates of crime-gun exports—guns sold in 

Georgia that are later used in crimes in other states—in the country. In this key 
marker of illegal gun trafficking, as of 2009, the state is more than twice as bad as 
the national norm.10
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Georgians strongly support common-sense gun violence prevention measures.
• Georgians overwhelming support universal background checks: In a February 

2013 poll, more than 9 in 10 (91 percent) state residents support “mandatory 
background checks for all gun buyers.”11

• Almost three-quarters (74 percent) of those with a gun in their household sup-
port universal background checks.12
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On key measures, Louisiana has been hit harder by gun violence than any other 

state in the country.
• As of 2010, Louisiana had the worst gun-murder rate in the nation—9.5 

murders per 100,000 people, more than two-and-a-half times higher than the 
national average of 3.6 murders per 100,000 people.1 

• From 2001 through 2010 Louisiana had more deaths per capita from guns than 
any other state, and almost two times the national norm for that period.2

The rates at which individuals are fatally injured by guns in the state are 

staggering.
• More than one person is murdered with a gun in Louisiana every day. From 

2001 through 2010, 4,519 people were murdered by guns in the state—more 
than 1,000 more than all U.S. combat deaths during the Iraq war.3

• Guns take the life of a Louisianan every 10 hours.4

Among women and children, Louisiana’s extraordinarily high rates of gun murder 

remain.
• Louisiana has the highest gun-homicide rate among children ages 0–19 of any 

state in the country, at two-and-a-half times greater than the national average. In 
2010, 67 children in Louisiana were murdered with guns.5

• The gun-homicide rate among women in Louisiana is the second-worst rate in 
the country.6 Women are at an increased risk of domestic violence, too: In 2010 
Louisiana had the fourth-highest rate of women being killed by men, two-thirds 
of which occurred with a firearm.7

Unsurprisingly, Louisiana’s gun-safety ratings are among the worst in the nation.
• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gave Arkansas an “F,” ranking it 45th 

out of 50 states.8

• The Daily Beast listed Louisiana as the fifth “deadliest gun state” in America in 
2011 because of its combination of permissive gun laws and a high rate of gun 
deaths.9
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Louisiana not only has rampant gun violence within its borders, but it contributes 

to crime in other states as well.
• In 2009 Louisiana had the 15th-highest rate of guns sold in the state that went 

on to be used in crimes in other states. These “crime-gun exports” are a key 
marker of illegal gun trafficking.10

• Louisiana exported crime guns to other states at a rate 68 percent higher than 
the national average, and exported more crime guns than it imported.11

Polls show that Louisianans strongly favor common-sense gun-violence prevention 

measures.
• Louisianans support universal background checks: 85 percent of residents “want 

every gun buyer to pass a criminal background check.”12
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Missouri has one of the worst rates of gun crime in the nation.
• In 2010, Missouri had the fourth-highest rate of homicides with a firearm in the 

nation: 5.6 homicides per 100,000 people. That is 56 percent above the national 
average of 3.6 firearm homicides per 100,000 people.1

• Missouri had the fifth-highest rate of aggravated assaults with a firearm in 2011. 
With 5,290 cases that year alone, there was an aggravated assault with a firearm 
in the state every one-and-a-half hours.2 

The number of Missouri residents who have been victims of gun violence is 

staggering. 
• From 2001 through 2010, 7,525 people were killed by guns in Missouri. That is 

almost 50 percent more than the number of U.S. combat deaths in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars combined.3

• In 2010 there were 335 gun murders in the state, or one almost every day.4  

Such high rates of gun violence put women and children more at risk.
• Missouri had the sixth-highest rate of gun deaths among children ages 0–18 in 

2010. Tragically, 62 children were killed by guns in 2010 alone.5

• As of 2010, Missouri’s rate of females murdered by guns was eighth worst in the 
nation.6

Missouri has poor gun-safety measures.
• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gives Missouri a gun safety rating of 

“F” for having enacted “few” gun-violence prevention laws.7

• The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence gave Missouri 4 out of a possible 
100 points on its 2011 scorecard, and ranked the state 39th out of 50 for the 
strength of its gun laws.8

Weak gun laws make Missouri a favorite state for gun traffickers to purchase guns.
• In 2009 Missouri sold almost 600 guns that went on to be used in crimes in 

other states. 9



58 Center for American Progress | America Under the Gun

Missourians strongly support common-sense gun-violence prevention measures.
• Missourians overwhelmingly support universal background checks: In a 

February 2013 poll, 85 percent of state residents said they support “mandatory 
background checks for all gun buyers.”10

Universal background checks matter.
• Universal background checks keep guns out of the hands of criminals. A study 

by the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and Research found that after 
Missouri repealed its “permit-to-purchase” law in 2007—a law that required 
background checks for all gun sales—the homicide rate in the state increased 
by 25 percent in the following three-year period. This occurred as the national 
homicide rate decreased by 10 percent. What’s more, the study discovered an 
extraordinary increase in “young”—meaning recently purchased—guns used in 
the crimes, suggesting that the law’s repeal made it much easier for criminals to 
purchase new guns.11
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Mississippi Gun Violence 

Mississippi has one of the worst rates of gun violence in the nation.
• As of 2010 Mississippi had the second-worst gun-murder rate in the nation, 

92 percent higher than the national average. Out of every 100,000 people, 6.9 
people in Mississippi are murdered by guns each year.1 

• From 2001 through 2010 Mississippi experienced the third-most gun deaths per 
capita of the 50 states, with 17 annual gun deaths for every 100,000 inhabitants.2 

Guns take the life of a Mississippian every 18 hours.
• In 2010, 475 people were killed by guns in Mississippi, or one roughly every 18 

hours.3

• In the most recent 10-year period (from 2001 through 2010), 4,937 people 
were killed by guns in Mississippi. That is 42 percent more than all U.S. combat 
deaths in the Iraq war.4

Women and children are at an especially high risk due to Mississippi’s rampant gun 

violence.
• In 2010 Mississippi had the worst rate of gun murders of women among all 50 

states. The state was more than two-and-a-half times worse than the national 
average.5

• In 2010 Mississippi had the fifth-worst gun-death rate for children ages 0–18. 
During that year alone, 62 children were killed by guns in the state.6

Unsurprisingly, Mississippi’s gun-safety ratings are among the worst in the nation.
• The Daily Beast listed Mississippi as the “deadliest gun state” in America in 2011 

because of its combination of permissive gun laws and high rate of gun deaths.7

• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gave Mississippi an “F” rating for the 
strength of its gun laws, ranking it 48th out of 50 states.8
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