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By many measures, gun violence in Washington state is in the middle range of what is
common across the nation. In a 2013 Center for American Progress analysis of gun
violence across all S0 states, Washington had slightly below-average rates of overall
firearm deaths, overall firearm homicides, firearm homicides of women, gun deaths of
children, and aggravated assaults with a firearm." Washington is also middle of the road
when it comes to the strength of its gun laws: The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence
and the Brady Campaign awarded Washington a “C” for its gun laws in 2013, finding
that the state has some measures in place to prevent dangerous people from accessing

firearms but that the laws still have dangerous gaps.”

However, other measures show that gun violence remains unacceptably high in
Washington. In 2011—the most recent year for which data are available—624 people
were killed with a gun, meaning someone dies from a gunshot wound in Washington every
14 hours.? This brief highlights 9 measures of gun violence and gun crime in Washington

state that stand out as exceptional, unusual, or well above the national average.

Meanwhile, the debate about gun laws is heating up in Washington state. This November,
voters will decide whether to accept Initiative 594, which would close the private sale
loophole and require a background check for all gun sales in the state.* Under federal law,
background checks are only required for sales from licensed gun dealers; private individuals
can sell guns without performing a background check to see if the buyer is a felon, domestic
abuser, seriously mentally ill, or otherwise prohibited from gun ownership. One analysis
suggests that 38 percent fewer women are shot and killed by intimate partners in states
that require background checks for all handgun sales.’ Another study showed that Missouri
experienced a 25 percent increase in firearm homicide rates after it repealed a law requiring
background checks on all handgun sales in 2007.9 While closing the private sale background
check loophole may not solve each of the problems discussed in this brief, it would certainly
be a significant step in the right direction and would strengthen the state’s gun laws and
prevent thousands of dangerous prohibited individuals from being able to easily buy guns
in the state without a background check and with no questions asked. By assessing some
measures of gun violence in Washington, this brief provides additional context for what

exactly is at stake as voters consider this initiative.
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1. Higher rate of law enforcement officers murdered with guns

The danger that criminals with guns pose to law enforcement is acute in Washington state.
In the past decade, police officers were murdered with guns at a higher rate than the
national average. Federal Bureau of Investigation data show that 13 police officers were
murdered with guns in Washington between 2003 and 2012. Controlling for population,
0.019 police officers were killed in Washington per 100,000 residents—27.3 percent
higher than the national average of 0.015 police officers killed per 100,000 residents.”

Lax gun laws that allow dangerous people to have easy access to guns without back-
ground checks increase the risk officers face on the job. Indeed, in states that have closed
the private sale loophole and require background checks for the private sale of hand-

guns, 39 percent fewer law enforcement officers are shot to death with handguns.®

2. Law enforcement killers are often prohibited from gun possession

According to an Everytown for Gun Safety analysis of firearm murders of police officers
in Washington state between 1980 and 2013, at least 61 percent of the perpetrators of
those murders were prohibited from gun possession, primarily because of previous
felony convictions.” These individuals should not have been able to acquire a gun, yet
they were able to do so at least in part because of weak gun laws that do not require a
background check for every gun sale. Such laws place police officers in unnecessary

danger as they perform even the most routine duties.

For example, Trooper Tony Radulescu of the Washington State Patrol was shot and
killed by a convicted felon during a traffic stop on February 23, 2012."° Similarly,
Deputy Sheriff Anne Jackson was shot and killed by an individual with a history of both
criminal and mental health issues while she was responding to a domestic disturbance
call on September 2, 2008."" Most notoriously, four Lakewood police officers were shot
and killed in an ambush attack while sitting at a coffee shop in Parkland, Washington, on
November 29, 2009. The perpetrator, Maurice Clemmons, had an extensive criminal
history involving multiple violent felony convictions and had only gotten out of jail on

bond one week prior to the shooting.'
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officers murdered with guns in
Washington state was 27
percent higher than the
national average between 2003
and 2012.

61 percent of perpetrators
who killed police officers with
guns in Washington between
1980 and 2013 were prohibited
from possessing guns.



3. Women are particularly at risk for gun violence

While violent crime in the United States has steadily declined over the past two decades,
Between 2003 and 2012, 226

women were murdered with
guns in Washington—50

a significant portion of the violence that remains occurs in the context of domestic or

intimate partner violence." A key driver of this fatal violence is access to firearms by

domestic abusers: The mere presence of a firearm in a home experiencing domestic percent more than the

violence increases the risk of homicide of an intimate partner eight fold compared to number of soldiers from

homes without guns.'* Washington killed during the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

The risk that domestic abusers with guns pose to women is brought into sharp relief in combined.

Washington state: 226 women were murdered with guns in Washington between 2003 and
2012," and more than one-third of all murders of women in the state—37.6 percent—
occurred in an intimate partner context.'* The number of women murdered with guns in
the state is 1.5 times the number of soldiers from Washington state killed during the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan combined."” These cases include that of Sheena Henderson,
who was in the process of getting a restraining order against her abusive and mentally
unstable husband when he went to her job in Spokane and fatally shot her multiple
times before shooting himself on July 8, 2014."® In another case, Monique Williams was
shot and killed by her ex-boyfriend, Aaron Newport, in Pasco on May 19, 2014—a week

after ending their relationship."’

Since 1998, 6,227 prohibited domestic abusers have tried to buy a gun from a licensed
dealer in Washington state but were prevented from doing so because of a background
check.?” Yet each of these individuals could have evaded the law simply by going to a gun
show or online and purchasing one from an unlicensed seller who is not required to
perform a background check. In fact, that is exactly how Aaron Newport purchased the
gun he used to murder Monique Williams. Newport was prohibited from possessing
guns because of his history of domestic violence and failed a background check when he
attempted to buy a gun from a licensed gun dealer. However, he then bought a gun from
a private seller online without a background check and with no questions asked.”' In
states that require background checks for all sales of handguns, 38 percent fewer women

are shot and killed by intimate partners.”

4. Burden of gun violence falls on young people

More than half of people
murdered with guns in
Washington in 2011 were under
the age of 30.

The burden of gun violence in the United States falls disproportionately on young people,
even though overall violent crime has declined dramatically over the past two decades.
More than half of people murdered with guns in Washington state in 2011—351 percent—

were under the age of 30.

These include cases such as the May 16, 2012, shooting of two teenagers in Shoreline.
Tiana Montgomery and Darrold Edwards were returning a cellphone to a friend in the

parking lot of an apartment complex when Joseph Cooley opened fire on them, killing
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17-year-old Montgomery and critically wounding 18-year-old Edwards. There was no
apparent motivation for the shooting, for which Cooley was charged with second-degree
murder and attempted second-degree murder.** In a different incident, Kyle Huff was
invited to attend a house party in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Seattle on March 24,
2006. After mingling with guests, Huff went outside to his car and retrieved a Winchester
pump action 12-gauge shotgun and a .40-caliber handgun, which he then used to shoot
six people—ranging in age from 14 to 32—before killing himself outside the house.>®

Washington does have some laws in place to prevent access to guns by young people.
For example, anyone under age 21 is legally barred from purchasing a handgun, and
anyone under age 18 cannot legally possess one.> However, other aspects of state law—
particularly the private sale background check loophole—make it relatively easy for

young people to get their hands on guns, with devastating results.

5. Higher rate of school shootings

While school shootings are relatively rare, they are uniquely disturbing when they do
Over the past two decades, the

rate of school shootings in

Washington was 2.2 times
shooting is in progress—schools are the second most common place for active shooter higher than the national

occur. According to a recent FBI analysis of active shooter in the United States where

four or more people were killed—defined as incidents in which police are called when a

incidents to occur and have some of the highest casualty counts of all active shooter average.
situations.”” Washington state has seen at least 20 school shootings since 1993, and 29

people have been killed and wounded in these incidents, including 10

individuals who committed suicide.”® Controlling for population, this FIGURE
1

equates to a rate of 0.015 school shootings per 100,000 people—2.2 School shootings in Washington state

times higher than the national rate over the same period.” ) o
Comparison of rate of school shootings in
Washington state and nationally, 1993-2014

Recent Washington school shootings include an incident in which a

child brought a parent’s gun to school and it accidentally discharged.* 0.007*
In another case, Aaron Ybarra fatally shot one student and wounded
. . . Washington state 0.015*
two others on the campus of Seattle Pacific University on June S,
2014.' Additionally, school districts across Washington reported 91 * Rate per 100,000 residents
instances in which students were either suspended or expelled for source: CAP analysis of Stoptheshootings.org, ‘Home,” avallable at
http://www.stoptheshootings.org/ (last accessed October 2014); Everytown for

Gun Safety, "School Shootings in America Since Sandy Hook," available at
http://everytown.org/article/schoolshootings/ (last accessed October 2014).

possessing guns while on school property during the 2012-13 school

year alone.*
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6. Higher rate of hate crimes

According to the FBI, hate crimes are defined as criminal offenses perpetrated against . L
Hate crimes are committed in

Washington at arate 1.8
religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity or national origin, or disability.** Nationwide, the times higher than the

individuals that are motivated, at least in part, by the perpetrator’s bias against a race,

vast majority of reported hate crimes—90 percent in 2012—involve some type of national average.
violence and at least 24 percent of these violent hate crimes involved a weapon.** That

year, 20 percent of victims of violent hate crimes sustained an injury.*®

Ascertaining the exact number of hate crimes in a given community is difficult, as these
crimes are not often reported as such to law enforcement or, in many cases, are not reported
at all.** However, analysis of the available data reveals that Washington state suffers from
far more than its share of such offenses. According to the FBI, which collects data submitted
by local law enforcement agencies, hate crimes were committed in Washington at a rate
1.8 times higher than the national average between 2008 and 2012.*” During that period,
Washington had an average of 2.76 hate crimes per 100,000 residents, compared to the
national average of 1.54 hate crimes per 100,000 residents.*® There were 925 hate crimes

reported in the state during that period.

While the majority of hate crimes do not result in fatalities, a number of high-profile
bias-motivated murders have been committed with firearms in Washington. For example,
a Muslim man who stated that he was angry at Israel entered the Jewish Federation of
Greater Seattle on July 28, 2006, and opened fire with a semi-automatic handgun, killing
one woman and injuring five others.” Earlier this year, a man used a dating app for gay
and bisexual men to lure Dwone Anderson-Young and Ahmed Said to a Seattle nightclub
and shot both men in the head at close range, killing them.*

7. More people killed by guns than by cars

For decades, car accidents have accounted for far more deaths than guns nationally.
Washington is 1 of just 14

states where more people die
by gunfire than in motor vehicle
accidents.

However, after decades of enhancing car design, improving road safety, and reducing drunk
driving, the number of car accident deaths has steadily declined. While car accidents
killed 17,386 more people nationwide than guns in 1981, the gap between the two causes
of death closed to only 3,192 individuals in 2011.*' Many studies predict that gun deaths
will outpace car accident deaths nationwide by 2015 or 2016.*

However, Washington state is one of just 14 states where gun deaths already outnumber
motor vehicle deaths. In 2009, guns accounted for more deaths than car accidents in
Washington for the first time—by a margin of 77 deaths.” This trend has continued
through 2011—the most recent year for which data are available—when 100 more people

were killed by gunfire than motor vehicle accidents.*
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FIGURE 2
Motor vehicle vs. firearm deaths in Washington state, 1999-2011
800
Cars
700
600 -
Firearms
500
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Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Injury Prevention & Control: Data & Statistics (WISQARS)," available at http://www.cdc.gov/
injury/wisqars/ (last accessed October 2014).

While efforts to reduce motor vehicle fatalities have been robust and resulted in a great
number of lives saved, efforts to reduce gun deaths—such as laws to reduce access to

guns by dangerous people—have been more limited.

8. Prohibited buyers acquire guns online in high numbers

There are thousands of websites that allow people to buy and sell guns, and the absence .
Approximately 1-in-10 gun

buyers seeking to purchase
guns online in Washington are
prohibited from buying or
possessing guns.

of a requirement that private sellers conduct background checks before completing
these sales has created a huge venue for dangerous individuals who are prohibited from
gun possession to easily evade the law and buy guns. A recent investigation by
Everytown for Gun Safety found that criminals are using the Internet to buy guns in
Washington and discovered that 1 in 10 individuals seeking to buy guns online in the
state were prohibited from owning guns under either federal or state law.* Everytown
estimated that more than 4,000 guns will be transferred to prohibited purchasers this
year in Washington through just five popular websites that facilitate no-background-
check sales.*

The potential for tragedy from such no-background-check sales is obvious. As explained
earlier, Aaron Newport was prohibited from gun possession but bought the gun he used

to murder Monique Williams via a private online sale.*’
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9. More gun dealers than post offices or Starbucks

Initiative 594 would require a background check for all private sales of firearms, with ,
There are 1,416 licensed gun

some limited exceptions, and require that a federally licensed firearms dealer conduct Al e 7]

such transactions.*® While some have argued that this is an overly burdensome require- Mmore than there are post
ment, there are currently 1,416 licensed dealers in the state, more than three times the offices and Starbucks locations
number of post offices and twice the number of Starbucks locations.* Finding a licensed in the state combined.

dealer to facilitate the private sale of a firearm in the state would pose little challenge to

the vast majority of Washington state residents.

Conclusion

Here’s one more number: Between September 2003 and September 2013, 1,552 individuals
were prosecuted for violations of federal gun and explosives laws in Washington state,
including those that violated the federal background check requirements.*® Hundreds
more were prosecuted in state court. These numbers make clear that gun laws can be
used to find and prosecute criminals before they pull the trigger and take a life.

However, no-background-check gun sales make it harder to catch gun criminals. Research
suggests that implementing background checks is a key step toward preventing gun
deaths and reducing access to guns by dangerous individuals who are prohibited from
gun possession due to felony convictions, domestic abuse, or serious mental illness.
With a measure to close the private sale loophole on the ballot in November, voters in
Washington state have the opportunity to strengthen laws to keep guns out of the hands

of dangerous people.

Chelsea Parsons is the Director of Crime and Firearms Policy at the Center for American
Progress. Lauren Speigel is the Research Associate for the Crime and Firearms Policy team at
the Center.

7 Center for American Progress | 9 Things to Know About Gun Violence in Washington State



Endnotes

Arkadi Gerney, Chelsea Parsons and Charles Posner, “America
Under the Gun: A 50 State Analysis of Gun Violence and Its
Link to Weak Gun Laws” (Washington: Center for American
Progress, 2013), available at http://cdn.americanprogress.org/
wp-content/uploads/2013/04/AmericaUnderTheGun-4.pdf.

N

Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence and the Brady Campaign,
“2013 State Scorecard: Why Gun Laws Matter” (2013), available
at http://smartgunlaws.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/
SCGLM-Final10-spreads-points.pdf.

w

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “WISQARS™
(Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System),”
available at http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.ntml
(last accessed September 2014).

EN

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=594

v

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Gun Background Checks Reduce
Crime and Save Lives," available at http://3gbwirlummdal6
xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/
uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_
Save_Lives.pdf; Everytown for Gun Safety, “Gun Violence in
Washington State” (2014), available at http://3gbwirlummd
al6xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf.

(o)}

Daniel Webster, Cassandra Kercher Crifasi, and Jon S. Vernick,
“Effects of the Repeal of Missouri’s Handgun Purchaser
Licensing Law on Homicides,” Journal of Urban Health 91 (3)
(2014). This report shows an additional 49 to 68 murders per
year in the state between 2008 and 2012.

~

CAP analysis of FBI LEOKA data, 2003-2012. The analysis
does not exclude officers killed with their own weapon.

©

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Gun Background Checks Reduce
Crime and Save Lives” (2014), available at http://3gbwirTum
mda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/
wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_
Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf.

el

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Washington Law Enforcement
Deaths and lllegal Guns” (2014), available at https://s3.
amazonaws.com/s3.everytown.org/images/
EverytownOfficerDown.pdf.

10 Gene Johnson, “Sheriff: 5 arrested in trooper killing probe,”
Associated Press, February 25,2012, available at http://
news.yahoo.com/sheriff-5-arrested-trooper-killing-probe-
090305462.html; Brett Cihon, “Trooper’s killer had violent,
drug-abusing past,’ Port Orchard Independent, February 27,
2012, available at http://www.portorchardindependent.com/
news/140162343.html.

Jennifer Sullivan, Warren Cornwall, and Jim Brunner, “Skagit
County shooting spree leaves 6 dead, including sheriff’s
deputy, 2 injured,’ The Seattle Times, September 2, 2008,
available at http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/
2008153942_webshooting02m.html.

12 Mike Huckabee, “Why | commuted Maurice Clemmons’s
sentence,’ The Washington Post, December 7, 2009, available
at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2009/12/07/AR2009120702333.html; William Yardley
and Liz Robbins, “Suspect Slain in Seattle; 4 Are Held as
Flight Aids,” The New York Times, December 1, 2009, available
at http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/02/us/02tacoma.
html?pagewanted=all; Jonathan Martin and Ken Armstrong,
“Deputies ran check on Clemmons hours before 4 officers
slain, reports show,” The Seattle Times, February 7,2011,
available at http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/
2014155225_clemmons08m.html; Austin Jenkins, “From
Inmate to Cop Killer: The Maurice Clemmons Jailhouse
Tapes,”NPR, August 4, 2011, available at http://www.npr.
org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=130636272.

13

20

2

2

N

2

w

24

2

%

26

Arkadi Gerney and Chelsea Parsons “Women Under the Gun:
How Gun Policy Affects Women and 4 Policy Solutions to
Better Protect Them” (Washington: Center for American
Progress, 2014), available at http://cdn.americanprogress.org/
wp-content/uploads/2014/06/GunsDomestic
Violencereport.pdf.

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, “Intimate
Partner Violence and Firearms,” available at http://www.
jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-
center-for-gun-policy-and-research/publications/IPV_Guns.
pdf (last accessed October 2014).

CAP analysis of FBI Supplementary Homicide Report Data
from 2003 to 2012.

Gerney and Parsons, “Women Under the Gun.”

The Washington Post, “Faces of the Fallen” (2014), available at
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/national/fallen/maps/states/.

Jody Lawrence-Turner and Kip Hill, “Deaconess Hospital
shooter got gun back from police,” The Spokesman Review,
July 10, 2014, available at http://www.spokesman.com/
stories/2014/jul/10/deaconess-hospital-shooter-got-gun-
back-from/.

Goeff Folsom “Pasco shooting deaths were murder-suicide,”
Tri-City Harold, May 23, 2014, available at http://www.
washingtontimes.com/news/2014/may/23/pasco-shooting-
deaths-were-murder-suicide/; Geoff Folsom, “Pasco homicide
victim’s brother says he believes man killed her, then killed
himself Tri-City Herald, May 20, 2014, available at http://
www.tri-cityherald.com/2014/05/20/2980761/pasco-
homicide-victims-brother.html.

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Gun Violence in Washington
State” (2014), available at http://3gbwirTummda16xrhf4do9
d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf.

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Online and Off the Record”
(2014), available at http://3gqodlgtmgg3jlesj26uxogf.
wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/assets/themes/everytown/
documents/online-and-off-the-record.pdf.

Mayors Against lllegal Guns, “Gun Background Checks
Reduce Crime and Save Lives," available at http://libcloud.
s3.amazonaws.com/9/47/c/1725/1/Evidence_that_Back-
ground_Checks_Work.pdf.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “WISQARS™
(Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System”;
Young people are also disproportionately the perpetrators
of gun violence, as weak gun laws offer easy access to guns
in many parts of the country. Far too often, a gun not only
takes the life of one young American but also contributes to
ruining the life of another young person who pulls the trigger.
See Chelsea Parsons and Anne Johnson, “Young Guns: How
Gun Violence is Devastating the Millennial Generation”
(Washington: Center for American Progress, 2014), available
at http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/
2014/02/CAP-Youth-Gun-Violence-report.pdf.

Sarah Jean Green, “Man sentences to 28 years for Shoreline
shootings,’ The Seattle Times, October 25, 2013, available at
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2022125930_
cooleysentencingxml.html.

The Seattle Times, “Seven people dead in Capitol Hill
shooting,” March 25, 2006, available at http://seattletimes.
com/html/localnews/2002889274_webcapshooting25.html.

Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, “Minimum Age to
Purchase and Possess in Washington,” January 1, 2012,
available at http://smartgunlaws.org/minimum-age-to-
purchase-or-possess-firearms-in-washington/.

8 Center for American Progress | 9 Things to Know About Gun Violence in Washington State


http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/AmericaUnderTheGun-4.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/AmericaUnderTheGun-4.pdf
http://smartgunlaws.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SCGLM-Final10-spreads-points.pdf
http://smartgunlaws.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SCGLM-Final10-spreads-points.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=594
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Background_Checks_Reduce_Crime_and_Save_Lives.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.everytown.org/images/EverytownOfficerDown.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.everytown.org/images/EverytownOfficerDown.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.everytown.org/images/EverytownOfficerDown.pdf
http://news.yahoo.com/sheriff-5-arrested-trooper-killing-probe-090305462.html
http://news.yahoo.com/sheriff-5-arrested-trooper-killing-probe-090305462.html
http://news.yahoo.com/sheriff-5-arrested-trooper-killing-probe-090305462.html
http://www.portorchardindependent.com/news/140162343.html
http://www.portorchardindependent.com/news/140162343.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2008153942_webshooting02m.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2008153942_webshooting02m.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/07/AR2009120702333.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/07/AR2009120702333.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/02/us/02tacoma.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/02/us/02tacoma.html?pagewanted=all
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2014155225_clemmons08m.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2014155225_clemmons08m.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130636272
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130636272
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/GunsDomesticViolencereport.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/GunsDomesticViolencereport.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/GunsDomesticViolencereport.pdf
http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-gun-policy-and-research/publications/IPV_Guns.pdf
http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-gun-policy-and-research/publications/IPV_Guns.pdf
http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-gun-policy-and-research/publications/IPV_Guns.pdf
http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-gun-policy-and-research/publications/IPV_Guns.pdf
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/national/fallen/maps/states/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/jul/10/deaconess-hospital-shooter-got-gun-back-from/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/jul/10/deaconess-hospital-shooter-got-gun-back-from/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/jul/10/deaconess-hospital-shooter-got-gun-back-from/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/may/23/pasco-shooting-deaths-were-murder-suicide/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/may/23/pasco-shooting-deaths-were-murder-suicide/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/may/23/pasco-shooting-deaths-were-murder-suicide/
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2014/05/20/2980761/pasco-homicide-victims-brother.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2014/05/20/2980761/pasco-homicide-victims-brother.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2014/05/20/2980761/pasco-homicide-victims-brother.html
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gbwir1ummda16xrhf4do9d21bsx.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Washington-State-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf
http://3gqodlgtmgg3jlesj26uxogf.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/assets/themes/everytown/documents/online-and-off-the-record.pdf
http://3gqodlgtmgg3jlesj26uxogf.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/assets/themes/everytown/documents/online-and-off-the-record.pdf
http://3gqodlgtmgg3jlesj26uxogf.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/assets/themes/everytown/documents/online-and-off-the-record.pdf
http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/47/c/1725/1/Evidence_that_Background_Checks_Work.pdf
http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/47/c/1725/1/Evidence_that_Background_Checks_Work.pdf
http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/47/c/1725/1/Evidence_that_Background_Checks_Work.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/CAP-Youth-Gun-Violence-report.pdf
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/CAP-Youth-Gun-Violence-report.pdf
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2002889274_webcapshooting25.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2002889274_webcapshooting25.html
http://smartgunlaws.org/minimum-age-to-purchase-or-possess-firearms-in-washington/
http://smartgunlaws.org/minimum-age-to-purchase-or-possess-firearms-in-washington/

27

2

o]

2

el

3

o

3

3

N

33

3

s

35

36

37

Pete Blair and Katherine Schweit, “A Study of Active Shooter
Incidents, 2000-2013,"Texas State University and Federal
Bureau of Investigations, U.S. Department of Justice, 2014.

Stop the Shootings, “Washington State,” available at http://
www.stoptheshootings.org/state/WA (last accessed
October 2014); Everytown for Gun Safety, “School Shootings
in America since Sandy Hook” (2014), available at http://
everytown.org/article/schoolshootings/.

Center for American Progress analysis of media reports of
school shootings from 1993 to 2014. Rates were calculated
for each year, in each state, using that year’s census data.
The rates presented above are the average rates taken from
that data over a 21-year period.

Associated Press, “8-year-old in critical condition after Wash.
School shooting,” USA Today, February 23, 2012, available at
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/
2012-02-22/washington-school-shooting/53210726/1.

Caitlin Cruz and Mike Baker, “SPU shooting suspect raised in
home of tumult,” The Seattle Times, July 19, 2014, available at
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2024114689_
spuybarrafamilyxml.html.

State of Washington, Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction, “2012-13 Weapons Report — Suspensions and
Expulsions” (2012), available at https://www.k12.wa.us/
safetycenter/Weapons/pubdocs/2012-13Weaponsin
SchoolsReport.pdf.

Federal Bureau of Investigation, “2012 Hate Crime Statistics:
Methodology," available at http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/
cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2012/resource-pages/methodology/
methodology_final (last accessed October 2014).

Bureau of Justice Statistics, Hate Crime Victimization,
2004-2012 - Statistical Tables (U.S. Department of Justice,
2014), available at http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/
hcv0412st.pdf.

Ibid.

There are two primary sources of data on hate crimes in the
United States. The FBI collects data on hate crimes from local
police agencies through the Uniform Crime Reports Hate
Crime Statistics Program. In addition, the Bureau of Justice
Statistics collects data on hate crimes through the National
Crime Victimization Survey. Both data sources have limitations
as not all hate crimes are reported to law enforcement at all
or are labeled as such when they are reported.

CAP analysis of FBI Uniform Crime Reports Hate Crime
Statistics and U.S. Census data. Note that Hawaii does not
submit hate crime data to the FBI, and New Jersey did not
submit data in 2012.

38 CAP calculations based on FBI Hate Crime Statistics from
2008 to 2012.

39 The Seattle Times, “Hatred hits home: 6 shot at Jewish office,
July 29, 2006, available at http://seattletimes.com/html/
localnews/2003160605_shooting29m1.html.

40 James Queally, “Seattle man linked to 3 slayings on 2 coasts
could face death penalty,” Los Angeles Times, August 6, 2014,
available at http://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/
la-na-nn-seattle-newjersey-slayings-20140806-story.html.

4

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “WISQARS™
(Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System).”

4

N

Parsons and Johnson, “Young Guns”; Chris Christoff and llan
Kolet, “American Gun Deaths to Exceed Traffic Fatalities by
2015,"Bloomberg, December 19, 2012, available at http://
www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-19/american-gun-
deaths-to-exceed-traffic-fatalities-by-2015.html.

4

w

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “WISQARS™
(Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System)”;
There were 546 motor vehicle traffic deaths and 623 firearm
deaths in Washington in 2009.

44 |bid.; There were 524 motor vehicle traffic deaths and 624
firearm deaths in 2011.

4

[l

Everytown for Gun Safety, “Online and Off the Record.”

46 Ibid.

47 Ibid.

48 State of Washington, “Initiative Measure No. 594" (2013),
available at http://sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/

FinalText_483.pdf.

4

O

Chelsea Parsons, Arkadi Gerney and Charles Posner,
“Washington State is for Background Checks” (Washington:
Center for American Progress, 2013), available at http://
www.americanprogress.org/issues/guns-crime/news/2013/
12/11/80807/infographic-washington-state-is-for-background-
checks/; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
“Listing of Federal Firearms Licensees, 2014," available at
http://www.atf.gov/content/firearms/firearms-industry/
listing-FFLs (last accessed October 2014). There are 698
Starbucks locations, 446 post offices, and 1,416 federal
firearms licensees in Washington State.

50 CAP analysis of United States Courts, “Judicial Business of
the United States Courts” (2003 to 2013), available at http://
www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/JudicialBusiness/2013.aspx.
These include such crimes as buying or possessing a gun
while prohibited, transferring a gun to a prohibited individual,
or lying on the form used by gun dealers to conduct a
background check.

9 Center for American Progress | 9 Things to Know About Gun Violence in Washington State


http://www.stoptheshootings.org/state/WA
http://www.stoptheshootings.org/state/WA
http://everytown.org/article/schoolshootings/
http://everytown.org/article/schoolshootings/
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-02-22/washington-school-shooting/53210726/1
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-02-22/washington-school-shooting/53210726/1
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2024114689_spuybarrafamilyxml.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2024114689_spuybarrafamilyxml.html
https://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/Weapons/pubdocs/2012-13WeaponsinSchoolsReport.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/Weapons/pubdocs/2012-13WeaponsinSchoolsReport.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/Weapons/pubdocs/2012-13WeaponsinSchoolsReport.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2012/resource-pages/methodology/methodology_final
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2012/resource-pages/methodology/methodology_final
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2012/resource-pages/methodology/methodology_final
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/hcv0412st.pdf
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/hcv0412st.pdf
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2003160605_shooting29m1.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2003160605_shooting29m1.html
http://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-nn-seattle-newjersey-slayings-20140806-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-nn-seattle-newjersey-slayings-20140806-story.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-19/american-gun-deaths-to-exceed-traffic-fatalities-by-2015.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-19/american-gun-deaths-to-exceed-traffic-fatalities-by-2015.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-19/american-gun-deaths-to-exceed-traffic-fatalities-by-2015.html
http://sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/FinalText_483.pdf
http://sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/FinalText_483.pdf
http://www.atf.gov/content/firearms/firearms-industry/listing-FFLs
http://www.atf.gov/content/firearms/firearms-industry/listing-FFLs
http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/JudicialBusiness/2013.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/JudicialBusiness/2013.aspx

